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The Director’s Corner 
 Ben Blackmon, Library Director 

telescope with a safe solar filter. With it you could 

see sunspots on the sun as the moon passed in front 

of it. It was a truly outstanding view and a joy to 

share with our cosmically-minded patrons.  
 

The past months have been busy, indeed. As for the 

future of the Rockport Public Library, you should 

know that your librarians will work tirelessly to 

ensure the plan for our new library is the best 

possible one for the community. We are looking at 

what we do now, as well as considering the town’s 

future needs, and hope that the new library will be 

our forever home.  
 

Although the timing is still in flux, right now the 

plan is to work on a design this winter that we can 

take to voters in June 2018. We don’t yet know the 

size or aesthetic of a new building, nor how much 

the bond for a new building will be. We do know 

that the funding for any new building will be a 

public/private endeavor, with a good portion of the 

funds raised privately. The Select Board is 

currently conducting a survey to better understand 

how residents of the town feel about building a new 

library in hopes of finding a clear path forward. If 

you haven’t filled out your survey, please make 

sure you do. You can find a version online at the 

library’s website.   
 

In the meantime, the team at the Rockport Public 

Library remains committed to providing our 

patrons and the town with opportunities for 

engagement, community-building and lifelong 

learning. 

 

The Rockport Public Library has been very busy 

since our last newsletter. First, let’s recap some of 

the exciting activities of the summer; then I will 

update you on how the library and the town are 

planning together for our future. 
 

First things first: We received a grant from the 

Maine State Library Tax Check Off Fund to 

purchase a state-of-the-art virtual reality system. 

We used the money to buy a high powered 

computer and Vive virtual reality headset. We have 

been holding demos around town and in the library, 

and everyone who has tried it out has been blown 

away. Keep reading this newletter to learn more 

about the VR system.  
 

“Build a Better World” was the theme of this year’s 

summer reading program, and Mr. Ben had the 

children of Rockport building up a storm. The kids 

learned about solar power and used solar motors to 

build solar contraptions which they were able to 

take home. But the highlight of the summer had to 

be the egg drop! Children were tasked with 

building a device to keep an egg from breaking 

from a 10 foot fall onto pavement. They had a 

blast. Next year we hope to drop eggs from even 

greater heights. (The eggs survived!) 
 

On a cosmic note, the Great Eclipse of 2017 

happened on August 21st and the library hosted an 

Eclipse Viewing Party. Despite Maine only being 

located in the path of the partial eclipse, we still 

had a great turnout at the library to use our eclipse 

glasses, and to enjoy using a high powered  

 Page 1 



 

We are excited to offer Virtual Reality in the library. Thanks to a grant from the Maine Public Library 

Fund, we were able to purchase an HTC Vive virtual reality headset. With this device you are able to 

explore the immersive world of Virtual Reality. We have a variety of content available for you to try. 

TheBlu: Experience the wonder and majesty of 

the ocean through a series of habitats and come 

face to face with some of the most awe inspiring 

species on the planet.  

Google Earth VR: Explore the world from totally 

new perspectives in virtual reality. Stroll the 

streets of Tokyo, soar over the Grand Canyon, or 

walk around the Eiffel Tower.  

360° Videos: Experience videos that happen all 

around you. Walk with a herd of elephants, fly in 

an X-Wing, or watch a BBC or New York Times  

story. 

Tilt Brush: Paint in 3D space with virtual reality. 

Unleash your creativity with 3D brush strokes, 

stars, light, and even fire. Your room is your 

canvas. Your palette is your imagination. The 

possibilities are endless.  

Blocks: Easily create 3D objects in virtual reality, 

no matter your modeling experience. Using six 

simple tools, you can bring your applications to 

life, create a volumetric masterpiece, or simply 

let your imagination run wild.  

Mindshow: Make animated movies in VR with 

your body and voice! Become 3D cartoon 

characters, act out a show, and share it with your 

friends!  

Richie’s Plank Experience: Are you afraid of 

heights? Take an elevator to our plank that sits 

160m high above the ground, then dare to walk 

to the end! 

Keep Talking and Nobody Explodes: The person 

wearing the VR is trapped alone in a room with a 

ticking time bomb. Your friends outside of VR 

have the manual to defuse it, but they can't see 

the bomb, so you're going to have to talk it out. 

The Lab: Fix a robot, defend a castle, adopt a 

mechanical dog, climb a mountain, and more! 

Universe Sandbox 2: A space simulator that 

merges real-time gravity, climate, collision, and 

material interactions to reveal the beauty of our 

universe and the fragility of our planet.  

The Body VR: Journey through the human body. 

The VR Museum of Fine Art: Explore a virtual 

museum in room-scale VR: see famous 

sculptures in full, 1:1 scale and see famous 

paintings without the limitations of glass and 

security. 
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A fine free library 
As of October 1st 2017 the Rockport Public Library will no longer fine patrons for overdue materials. 

The Library Committee approved this proposal at their September 18th 2017 meeting.  

 

This change in policy will: 
 

 Provide more friendly service 
 Facilitate the return of library materials by removing the fear of having to pay a fine 
 Encourage use of the library by those who might be worried about past fines 
 Streamline library procedures 

 

FAQ 
 

Are you really doing away with overdue fines? 
Yes, we just want people to borrow items from the library and then bring them back so others can use 

them. 
 

How does this new policy work? 
We will send notices regarding overdue items. If items become three weeks overdue, borrowing 

privileges will be suspended until the items are returned, or the replacement cost for the materials is 

paid. 
 

Won’t you lose lots of money or materials if you don’t have overdue fines? 
We believe materials will be returned more promptly when people aren’t worried about being fined. 

The amount of money generated by fines isn’t great and, while its loss will be noted, we feel the 

benefits outweigh the financial loss.  
 

What happens if I don’t bring my books or other items back? 
Your borrowing privileges will be suspended until the materials are returned. If an item becomes 

three weeks overdue, we will consider it lost and send you a bill for the replacement cost. 
 

If I lose a book or other materials, how long do I have before I’m charged for it? 
After an item is three weeks overdue, we consider it lost and will send you a bill. 
 

What is the cost for lost materials? 
It varies by item.  The library purchases materials for the benefit of the entire community.  If an item 

is lost, we will charge the cost to replace that particular item so it can be made available to others 

again. 
 

What about old fines I still owe? 
We are waiving all fines, even past ones. 
 

What about old fees that I still owe? 
Fees for lost books are still on your account. Please come in and talk to us – we can work it out. 
 

Does your fine-free policy also include Interlibrary Loan items? 
Yes, but keep in mind that interlibrary loaned materials are subject to the reminder schedule and 

billing procedures of the lending institution. 
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Recurring Events at the Library 
French Conversation Group: Mondays & Fridays, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
All levels of proficiency are welcome. 
 
 

Fiber Arts Group: 1st, 3rd & 5th Tuesdays, 3 to 5 p.m. 
If you like to knit, crochet, embroider, felt, or do other types of fiber 
arts, come to the library and enjoy the company of other craftspeople!  
 
 

Drop-in Mah Jongg: Wednesdays, 1 to 4 p.m. and Saturdays at 9 a.m. to noon. 
Stop by to meet other Mah Jongg enthusiasts. All levels of play welcome. 
 
 

First Wednesday Book Club: 1st Wednesday of each month, 6:30 to 8 p.m.  
The group decides what book it would like to read and discusses it on the first 
Wednesday of each month. Next month’s books are decided at each meeting. 
 
 

The Rockport Writers’ Group: 3rd Wednesday of each month, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 
Open  to all writers, published or aspiring, and welcomes works in all genres.  
 
 

Maine Genealogical Society: 4th Wednesday of each month, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Anyone interested in family history is welcome to attend. You do not need to be a 
member of the society to join the meeting. 
 
 

Bridge Group: Thursdays, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
Come play the wonderful game of bridge. All skill levels welcome. 
 
 

Tech Tutors: Thursdays, 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. 
We have on hand experts to help you with whatever your tech troubles are. 
 
 

Poets’ Corner: 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. 
Local poets George Chappell and Jim Ostheimer conduct these workshops. Bring a 
selection of work to share. 
 
 

VR Friday: Fridays, 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
Come try out the Library’s HTC Vive Virtual Reality headset. We will show you how 
to move and interact in the world of VR. 

 

Booklover’s Café: Last Saturday of the month from 10:00 to 11:30 p.m. 
Come and enjoy tea, coffee, and muffins and share the wealth of your 
reading experiences with other Rockport readers.  



 

Seafaring Series 2017 
Sponsored by the Friends of Rockport Public Library 

All programs will be held at the Rockport Opera House 

“Music of Coastal Maine” with  Castlebay, Thursday, October 12th at 7:00pm 

Join Julia Lane and Fred Gosbee of Castlebay as they take you on a musical journey through time 

and across the Atlantic interweaving songs, spritely dance tunes, and haunting aires inspired by 

their nautical and Celtic heritage. Exuberant and expressive vocals are supported with Julia’s 

unique Celtic harp style and Fred's expertise on 12-string guitar, violin and woodwinds. 

Since 1984 Castlebay has created a body of work which celebrates Maine’s maritime heritage 

and environment. Many of their songs have themes about the lives of those who live by the sea, not only the deep 

water sailors, but also the shipwrights, coasters, fisherman and their wives. 

“Restoring Classic Yachts” with Alec Brainerd, Thursday, October 19th at 7:00pm 

Alec Brainerd, president of Aritsan Boatworks, will describe the complete rebuild of SCULPIN, 

a 1916 Herrreshoff-designed Fish Class. Alec will provide an intriguing and insightful look into 

the process and skill of rebuilding historic classic yachts, the storied history of the Herreshoff 

Manufacturing Company, and some understanding into what motivates those who undertake 

such projects. 

Alec grew up sailing and racing wooden boats on Maine’s idyllic Penobscot Bay. After many years working in local 

boatyards and crewing on large classic yachts, he founded Artisan Boatworks in 2002. They specialize in the new 

construction, restoration, storage, and maintenance of classic wooden yachts. 

“World Ocean School” with Eden Leonard, Thursday, October 26th at 7:00pm 

Join Eden Leonard as she talks about the World Ocean School and its historic 

landmark schooner ROSEWAY,  built in 1925 in Essex, MA. 

World Ocean School is a nonprofit, educational organization based in Camden, ME. 

They provide an authentic method of experiential education at sea that empowers 

students from all backgrounds to reach their full potential as responsible, 

productive, and engaged community members. The ROSEWAY is normally operated 

out of Boston, MA. 

Eden started working at the World Ocean School in 2009 as a deckhand and is currently the Executive Director. 
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“Life Aboard the J&E RIGGIN” with Annie Mahle, Thursday, November 2nd at 7:00pm 

Join captain and chef Annie Mahle as she talks about life aboard the J&E RIGGIN, a 

beautiful old two-masted schooner that sails out of Rockland.  

The J&E RIGGIN gives three-to six-day tours and accommodates 24 passengers and 6 

crew. The schooner is 89′ long on deck, 120′ overall, 23′ wide and draws 7′ with her 

centerboard up. 

Annie studied at the Culinary Institute of America, then worked in the restaurant industry for eight years. She is the 

author of two cookbooks, At Home, At Sea: Recipes from a Maine Windjammer, and Sugar and Salt. 



 

Camden Conference Film Series 

Held in the Auditorium of the  

Rockport Opera House Rockport Public Library 

The theme of this year’s Camden Conference is New World Disorder. To help explore this topic, the 

Camden Conference, in collaboration with the Rockport Public Library, will be showing three films at 

the Rockport Opera House. Following each film, there will be a question and answer session. 
 

The UnAmerican Struggle and Q & A with Director Ric Osuna 

Saturday, November 5th at 2:00 p.m. 

The UnAmerican Struggle is a feature length, documentary film that pays close 

attention to the struggles that Immigrants, Latinos, Muslims, Blacks Lives Matter, 

Women's Rights, and Transgender People face in today's America following the election 

of Donald Trump as President. Director Ric Osuna will facilitate a question and answer 

session after the film. 
 

Zero Days directed by Alex Gibney 

Saturday, November 12th at 2:00 p.m. 

This is a documentary thriller about the world of cyberwar. For the first time, the film 

tells the complete story of Stuxnet, a piece of self-replicating computer malware 

(known as a "worm" for its ability to burrow from computer to computer on its own) 

that the U.S. and Israel unleashed to destroy a key part of an Iranian nuclear facility, 

and which ultimately spread beyond its intended target. This is the most 

comprehensive accounting to date of how a clandestine mission hatched by two allies 

with clashing agendas opened forever the Pandora's Box of cyberwarfare. 
 

The Age of Consequences directed by Jared P. Scott 

Saturday, November 19th at 2:00 p.m. 

The Hurt Locker meets An Inconvenient Truth, The Age of Consequences investigates 

the impacts of climate change, resource scarcity, migration, and conflict through the 

lens of US national security and global stability. Whether a long-term vulnerability or 

sudden shock, the film unpacks how water and food shortages, extreme weather, 

drought, and sea-level rise function as accelerants of instability and catalysts for 

conflict. Left unchecked, these threats and risks will continue to grow in scale and 

frequency, with grave implications for peace and security in the 21st century. The film's unnerving 

assessment is by no means reason for fatalism, but instead is a call to action to rethink how we use 

and produce energy. In any military defense strategy, time is the most precious resource.  
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Spooky Thursdays in 
October! 

 

Thursday, October 12th at 3:30pm 
Pumpkin Painting 

Come paint pumpkins with 
Children’s Librarian Ben Odgren. 
Pumpkins and painting supplies 
will be provided.  
 
 
 

Thursday, October 19th at 3:30pm  
Create your own Halloween Decorations 

Come in to make ghosts, bats, 
paper chains, and other crafts 
to decorate the house for the 
season.  
 

Thursday, October 26th at 3:30pm 
Movie Day: Monsters Inc. 

Stop by the library to 
watch the children’s movie 
Monsters Inc. Popcorn and 
juice will be provided. In 
order to power the city, 
monsters have to scare 
children so that they scream. However, the 
children are toxic to the monsters, and after a 
child gets through, two monsters realize 
things may not be what they think.   
 
 
 

 
 

 

LEGO Builders Club 
Every first and third 
Wednesday from 3:30  
to 5:00 p.m. we will 
use LEGOs to build 
that week’s optional 
design challenge. All 
Legos will be provided 
by the library. Check 
our website, or call 
the library to find out 
what that challenge will be! 
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Pageturners: A Graphic 

Novel Making Club  

The Rockport Library has a graphic novel 

making club for middle 

school students called 

Pageturners! We meet the 

first and third Tuesday of 

each month at 3:30. 

Weekly Story Time for 

Preschool Children  

Every Tuesday morning at 

10:30 a.m. join us for stories, 

fingerplays, songs, and 

sometimes a craft. This 

program is for babies through 

age 5. 

Upcoming Children’s Events 



 

Wow, there is so much going on at the library!   

As you can tell from the fall newsletter, there are 

many ways in which the library benefits the 

community.  Wonderful programs, great books, 

music, cutting edge technology with virtual 

reality and more.  I personally benefit from 

being able to bring my grandchild to story time; 

which introduces new stories and craft time and 

checking out books or from participating in 

wonderful programing like the upcoming annual 

Seafaring series, which is supported and 

sponsored by the Friends.  I use the interlibrary 

loan service several times a month and 

download books to listen to on my telephone.  

My sons use the library for free internet access. 

Something for everyone. 

Patrons and visitors use the library based on 

their different needs and wants, and providing 

that type of community space is central to the 

library’s core mission. Did you know that more 

than half of US millennials are the most likely 

generations to use libraries? They may not use 

them like their parents or grandparents did, but 

free internet access, technology classes and 

virtual reality education have become great 

tools in libraries. 

It is quite wonderful how the library innovates 

and can offer such a wide variety of materials, 

education and information. Think how much 

more we could offer to our community in a new 

building, one that is designed to be the best fit 

for our town. Honestly, a thriving and bustling 

library helps create a strong community, which, 

Notes from the Library Committee Chair 

by Ann Filley 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

FRIENDS OF ROCKPORT PUBLIC LIBRARY 
 

The Board of the Friends will hold its Annual Meeting 

 Wednesday, November 29th, 2017 at 8:30 am 

in the Marine Room of the Library. 

All Members of Friends are welcome to attend. 

in turn, helps attract families and businesses to 

the town. Think about how you, your kids or 

friends use the library and take the time to fill 

out the town survey. Your input matters. Help 

the town move forward for a new building for all 

of us. 

Donations, gifts, along with interest earned on 

the endowment make the free library services 

and materials a reality.  The committee will 

continue to do all it can to keep the library fund 

growing, while financially supporting all the 

things that make our library a standout. 

Friends of the Rockport Public Library 
Benefit Night at Flatbread Pizza 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stop by Flatbread on Tuesday, October 24th 
from 5-9pm to support the Friends of the 
Rockport Public Library. $3.50 from each 
large pizza and $1.75 from each small will be 
donated to the Friends of the Rockport Public 
Library. 
 

The Friends are a volunteer group that 
supports and raises money for the Library for 
a variety of needs. We hope to see you there!  



 

The Friends of Rockport Library held a very successful book 
sale in July, thanks to all the volunteers who helped, the 
donors who contributed their books, puzzles, DVDs and CDs, 
and the 160 people and businesses who joined the Friends 
for the 2017-18 year.  As a result of our higher-than-usual 
earnings, the Friends board voted to give the library a check 
for $17,000.  This money will be used to fund adult and 
children’s programs, for special events, and for other 
necessities that crop up during the year.   

A heart-felt “thanks!” to all of you who supported our sale.  It 
is always gratifying to see buyers who come every year to buy 
books and tell us how much they enjoy the sale. 

Another summer project this year was the Butterfly Garden 
that greets you at front door. It was planted and nurtured by 
Crystal Fowler and paid for by the Friends.  Since so many 
visitors have commented on how pretty it is, we probably will 
do it again next year. By the way, there is a plant list available 
near the front desk for anyone interested. 

In addition to the book sale, the Friends will join forces with 
Flatbread Pizza on Tuesday, October 24 to raise money for 
the library.  Between 5-9 pm Flatbread Pizza will donate 
$3.50 from a large pizza and $1.50 from a small pizza to the 
Friends of the Library. Be sure to bring your family and 
friends, so you can enjoy a delicious pizza supper knowing 
that a portion of your bill will be donated to the Friends.  We 
compliment Flatbread and co-owner Bobby Morgan on his 
public-spirited generosity and support for our well-loved 
town library.  See you for pizza on Oct 24 between 5 and 9 
pm! 

One of the FAQs (frequently asked questions) we often hear 
comes in the form of a question that goes like this:  “Since I 
have a library card, aren’t I automatically a member of The 
Friends?”  The answer is, “Well, no”. While all Rockport 
citizens are eligible for a free library card, and people from 
other towns can get a card for an annual fee of $15, in order 
to join the Friends you need to pay a modest membership 
fee.  We are a non-profit organization whose mission is to 
raise money to support the library. One way we do that is 
through memberships to Friends. Note the membership form 
on the back page of the newsletter, you can join at any time. 
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The board of the Friends organizes the Library’s Seafaring 
Series that takes place during the month of October.  This 
year the Series kicks off on October 12 with a concert by 
Castlebay of the “Music of Coastal Maine”.  It will be a family-
friendly event and free to all.  It will be held upstairs at the 
Opera House.  The following three Thursday programs will 
take place downstairs and will include three different 
speakers:  Alec Brainerd from Artisan Boatworks, will talk 
about “Restoring Classic Yachts”, specifically a Herreschoff-
designed boat, SCULPIN; Eden Leonard from the World Ocean 
School will talk about their experiential education program 
aboard ROSEWAY, a schooner built in 1925; and Annie Mahle, 
the co-owner and the chef aboard the J & E RIGGIN, will talk 
about the challenges and rewards of sailing a schooner along 
the Maine coast.  We hope the diversity of these 
presentations will be of interest to many people in our 
community. 

Finally, the Friends of Rockport Public Library will hold its 
Annual Meeting on Wednesday, November 29 at 8:30 am in 
the Marine Room of the library.  All members of Friends are 
welcome to attend.  Anyone interested in joining the board 
should plan to  attend one of our meetings.  Currently our 
board members include Jo Desmond, Betsy Elwin, Ann Filey, 
Carole Gartley, Judy Lindahl, Nelda McClellan, Kathleen Meil 
and Pat Messler.  

Local Businesses Show 
their Support 

The following businesses support the Friends of Rockport 
Library as Business Members this year. 

 

 Anne Kilham 
 Attention & Learning Pathways 
 Bar Harbor Book Shop 
 Camden Hills Dental Care LLC 
 Gartley Management Services 
 Giddyworm Books 
 Gosline-Murchie Agency 
 Ingraham Associates Inc. 
 Maine Street Meats 
 Maine Water Company 
 McCormick & Associates 
 Melzbooks 
 Midcoast Recreation Center (MRC) 
 Mount Pleasant Dental Care 
 Ralston Gallery 
 Rockport Steel 
 The Study Hall 
 Tillman Crane Photography 
 Vision Builders 
 W R Sepe Architect 

Friends News 
By Pat Messler 



 

Friends of Rockport Public Library 

P.O. Box 8 

Rockport, ME 04856 

Rockport Public  

Library Hours 

 

Monday  9 – 5:30 

Tuesday 9 – 5:30 

Wednesday 11 – 8 

Thursday 9 – 5:30 

Friday  9 – 5:30 

Saturday 9 – 5:30 

 

Place 

Stamp 

Please enroll me as a member of Friends of Rockport Public Library 

For the July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018 year (dues and donations are tax deductible) 

___ Individual ($15) ___ Family ($20) ___ Business ($50) ___ Patron ($50)  

__ New member  __ Renewal        Additional donation $ ___ 

Please make checks payable to Friends of Rockport Public Library 

Send to: Friends of Rockport Public Library, P.O. Box 8, Rockport, ME 04856 or drop off at library 

 

Please PRINT clearly: 

Name:         Email         

Business Name (If applicable)            

[ ] Please include our business logo on the library website. Email logo to: rpl@rockport.lib.me.us 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Town       State _____ Zip __________ Telephone       

Preference for Library Newsletter:  ___ Pick up at library ___ E-mail & read online ___U.S. mail  

[ ] Yes, I would like to volunteer! Please contact me by telephone [ ] or email [ ]. 

Thank you for your support! 

mailto:rpl@rockport.lib.me.us

