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A Letter from the Rockport Library Committee
Rockport is deceiving at first glance. Our town is more
than the village at the head of the harbor; it’s a community of five distinct villages stretching between Camden
and Rockland along Routes 1, 17 and 90. Our library is
deceiving, too. It’s comfortably tucked into the center of
the harbor village, exuding coziness and charm, but it’s a
building that has had many facelifts. It cleverly hides its
age and inadequacy as a fully realized community asset
by the sheer effort of its dedicated director, its capable
and friendly staff, and its many committed volunteers.
As the library gets ready to celebrate its 100th anniversary
in 2014, it is time to reconsider the future of the Rockport Public Library and ask a big question: What should
our small town library mean in the 21st century? A grant
from the Davis Family Foundation has helped your
elected Library Committee do just that. The grant included three distinct phases – assessing community
needs, evaluating the library’s current site, and developing a conceptual design for a new library on an alternate
site – and has just been completed.
With all the information in hand, the Library Committee has voted to endorse the construction of a new library on the RES site. It is not our decision – that can
come only from town voters – but it is our recommendation, as stewards of the Rockport Public Library.
We are eager to share our thinking with the community,
and we are eager to hear your questions, comments, and
ideas. Our endorsement of a new library is the result of a
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long process, which is detailed on the library’s website,
and stems directly from the information obtained by
each phase of the grant.
Assessing community needs. A series of focus groups
and surveys was the first time many citizens considered
the library’s future. They celebrated the library’s warm,
cozy, friendly atmosphere, and confirmed that our library truly doubles as our community center. Attendance and circulation have more than doubled since the
library’s last addition 20 years ago; program attendance
is up by a factor of four; and both incoming and outgoing interlibrary loans have skyrocketed. Survey results
also indicated that patrons are largely unaware of the
challenges our staff faces to provide ever-expanding
services in an increasingly cramped 3200 square feet.
Evaluating the current site. Many library patrons indicated that their first choice would be to expand the library for a fifth time, so the Library Committee undertook an engineering study of the current site. The study
revealed that expansion is not possible due to setback
restrictions from the stream running next to the library.
The last addition, in 1993, maximized any allowable
increase in size. The library cannot go up or out, and
cannot provide additional services on the current site.
Developing a conceptual design for a new site. The
seven-acre, town-owned site of the former Rockport
Elementary School is large enough to host a new library and the existing ball fields, so the last portion of
the grant funded an architectural study of that site.
Scott Simons Architects of Portland was selected to
assess the site and to evaluate the space and programming needs of our community library, and in March,
the architects presented two conceptual designs at a
Guest Column cont’d on page 3

Library Calendar
Mondays and Fridays from 1:30 to 2:30 PM
French conversation group
All levels of proficiency are welcome.
Wednesdays, 5:30 to 8:00 PM and Saturday mornings
starting around 9:00 AM
Drop-in Mah Jongg—come and play!
1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 1:00 to 2:30 PM
Fiber Arts Group If you like to knit,
crochet, embroider, felt, or do other types
of fiber arts, come to the library and enjoy
the company of other craftspeople! An
experienced knitter will be available for
instruction; all levels of experience are welcome.
1st & 3rd Thursdays, 4:00 to 5:30 PM Poets’ Corner
Local poets George Chappell and Jim Ostheimer
conduct these workshops, which are open to the
public and welcome all levels of ability and experience. Bring a selection of work to share.
Wednesday, May 15: Library closed for staff to
attend training.
Saturday, May 18, 10:00 to 10:30 AM
Joergen Ostensen will talk about the book he
wrote and illustrated. See article on page 6.
Tuesday, May 21, 6:00 to 8:00 PM
Wednesday, May 22, 9:00 to 11:00 AM
E-books: an introduction. This class is offered
through Five Towns Adult Education. More info at
http://fivetowns.maineadulted.org
Saturday, May 25, 10:00 to 11:30 AM
BookLovers’ Café with Ann Filley.
Enjoy tea, coffee, and muffins and share
the wealth of your reading experiences
with other readers.
Saturday, June 1, 9:30 to 11:30 AM
Learn to play Mah-jongg with Chris Sady. See
box on page 5.
Saturday, June 1, 2:00 to 3:00 PM
Kids’ Ukulele Workshop with Alice Limoges.
See article on next page.
Wednesday, June 5, 6:30 to 8:00 PM
Wicked Good First Wednesday Book
Club with Jenni Ruddy will be discussing Interventions : a novella & three
stories by Richard Russo. New members
are welcome.
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Saturday, June 8, 2:00 to 3:00 PM
Folk and Finger Picking Workshop with Alice
Limoges. See article on next page.
Saturday, June 15, 2:00 to 3:00 PM
Jazz Harmony and Jazz Playing Workshop
with Alice Limoges. See article on next page.
Wednesday, June 19 , 6:30 to 7:45 PM
Rockport Library’s Writers’ Group
Facilitated by Fran Hodgkins
Saturday, June 22, 2:00 to 3:00 PM
Song Writing Workshop with Alice Limoges.
See article on next page.
Saturday, June 29, 10:00 to 11:30 AM
BookLovers’ Café with Ann Filley.
Thursday, July 4: Library closed for
Independence Day.
Tuesday, July 9, 9:30 AM to12:30 PM
at the Rockport Opera House
Classics Symposium sponsored by Ex Libris and
the library. Homer, Virgil, Propertius and Ovid.
For more information: www.rockport.lib.me.us/
symposium2013.php
Wednesday, July 3, 6:30 to 8:00 PM
Wicked Good First Wednesday Book Club
with Jenni Ruddy. New members are welcome.
Book TBA.
Wednesday, July 17, 6:30 to 7:45 PM
Rockport Library’s Writers’ Group with Fran
Hodgkins.
Watch for announcements in the papers and on our
website www.rockport.lib.me.us for more programs.

Library Programs for Children
Preschool Story Time: 10:30 to 11:30 AM
Every Tuesday all year, stories, fingerplays, songs,
and a craft, for babies to age five or so.

AfterAfter-School Reading: 2:00 to 3:00 PM, every
Wednesday during the school calendar. This program
is full; there is a waiting list.

Merryspring Gardening Program: Saturday,
June 1, from 10:30 AM to noon. Children will learn
about gardening and plant some vegetable seeds.
Registration is required.

Guest Column, cont’d from page 1

well-attended community meeting. A DVD of the meeting is available at the library.
The final conceptual design reflects community input,
and proposes an approximately 14,000-square-foot library. The design offers maximum functionality, with a
central circulation desk that welcomes entering patrons
and offers clear site lines throughout the building to
minimize the need for additional staff. There is a large
meeting room that can be closed off from the rest of the
library for evening meetings access, space for a café, periodicals, and public computing, and expanded, morespacious stacks. There are also distinct, separate areas for
teens and children, and a door from the children’s area to
an outside playground and garden.
We are grateful to the Davis Family Foundation for helping us “Discover the Possibilities.” It is clear that Rockport wants and deserves a library that meets the needs of
all its residents, and that our current building – though
beautiful and beloved – cannot meet those needs. As we
celebrate the Rockport Public Library’s 100th birthday
next year, we must build for the future.
We are delighted that the town already owns ample,
buildable land that is both walkable for Village residents
and accessible to all of Rockport’s communities. As the
site of much-enjoyed ball fields and of our former elementary school, this “gateway to Rockport” location has
a special place in the hearts of many residents.
Our next step is a joint public workshop with the Select
Board to establish a timeline for bringing a proposal to
voters. The Library Committee is exploring financing
and fundraising options. We anticipate a series of community meetings, similar to last fall’s Select Board Listening Tour, and look forward to meeting with Rockport
citizens.
We are deeply grateful to everyone who has participated
in the process by attending meetings, watching the DVD,
writing to local papers, or speaking to the Select Board.
Please keep it up – we welcome your calls, emails, and
questions. It is truly a sign of our library’s success that
we inspire such spirited involvement!
Your Library Committee,
Kathleen Meil, Chair kmeil@town.rockport.me.us
Betsy Elwin belwin@town.rockport.me.us
Cate Monroe cmonroe@town.rockport.me.us
Barrie Pribyl bpribyl@town.rockport.me.us

Ukes, Guitars, and More. Oh my!
It’s music, music, music at
the Rockport Public Library!
In June, learn to play a song,
strum along or write some of
your own at our workshops
offered by local musician
Alice Limoges.
Limoges is offering workshops on four Saturdays in
June:
June 1, 2:00 to 3:00: Kids’ Ukulele Workshop
Grab your ukulele and tap into your inner strummer.
This workshop is designed for a younger audience.
Space is limited to 15. Call to reserve your spot.
June 8, 2:00 to 3:00: Folk and Finger Picking
Workshop
This session will help you work on different
finger picking techniques. Designed for
medium-level players. Bring your guitar and
have fun while you learn.
June 15, 2:00 to 3:00 Jazz Harmony and Jazz Playing
Workshop
Do you love to play jazz, but want a bit more hands-on
experience with using chords, chord progression and
harmony when playing your guitar? This workshop offers a way practice and learn from each other!
June 22, 2:00 to 3:00 Song Writing Workshop
The first 30 minutes will be for kids; the
second half is more appropriate for more
experienced musicians.
Alice Limoges’ first CD, Not Gonna Fall Asleep Tonight showcases jazz ,ukulele, and guitar. She is currently working on her second CD, Suns and Moons. Alice began playing and writing music at an early age.
She now attends college and plays her music Friday
evenings at the Blue Sky Cantina in Camden.
Contact the Rockport Public Library to reserve your
space: 236-3642 or rpl@rockport.lib.me.us.
“In the nonstop tsunami of global information, librarians provide us with floaties and
teach us to swim.”
― Linton Weeks
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Six ans de
conversation francaise!*
Six years ago Rockport resident Paul Charbonneau
asked Library Director Molly Larson if the library
would be willing to host a group of people who would
gather to speak French. Molly said we would, if he
would be in charge! The group began with one meeting
per week and soon expanded to two meetings—every
Monday and Friday afternoon from 1:30 to 2:30.
Library staff members report lots of laughter coming
from the Marine Room during these gatherings.
The group has been generous to the library, donating
subscriptions to two French periodicals and a generous
contribution to the Interlibrary Loan Delivery Fund, as
well as hosting an annual series of French language
films.
The group welcomes new members with any degree of
fluency. Just show up and say, “Bonjour!”

Rockport Public Library’s 2013
Summer Reading Program
This year’s theme is Dig into Reading, and
we’ve got a great lineup of programs.
Tuesday afternoons from 3:30 – 4:30 PM
Rockport Opera House Downstairs Room (unless noted)
Free and open to children ages 4-12
June 25 – Fairy Garden Tea Party: Liza Walsh will
be here to kick off our summer reading program with a
Fairy Garden Tea Party.
July 2 – Can You Dig the Beat? Local storyteller Jan
Zimmermann will share African tales, songs and dance.
July 9 – Dig Into Wildlife: Chewonki
will join us for Stories from the Forest, as
they blend literacy and science to
discover the forest.
July 16 – Harbor Cruise: Join us for our annual harbor
cruise at the Rockport Harbor. In addition we’ll spend
time “digging” for beach treasures. Special permission
forms required.
July 23 – Dig in the Garden: Staff from Aldermere
Farm will be here to present a hands-on program on
gardening.

Attendees on May 10 (L-R): Ritsuko Kato, Cathy
Eagleson, Dennis Healy, Linda Posson, Paul Charbonneau, Steve McAllister, Dierdre Felton, Phyllis Nikkel

* Six Years of French Conversation!
“Adopt Interlibrary Loan Delivery” Update!
We thank our many generous donors for covering
the cost of a day, a week, or a month of interlibrary
loan delivery service. Most recently: the Friends of
Rockport Public Library, David Barry, Sarah
McBrian & Wayne Breda, Margaret Carleton,
Nancy Dowling, Lisbeth Whitney & Michael
Frampton, Carole Graf, Paul & Betty Killoran, Andrew & Nancy Larrimore, Anne Perschon, Jan
Summers, George Tlapak, and anonymous donors
from Camden and Rockland.
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July 30 – Digging for Buried Treasure:
Tom Crudbeard and Bloodthirsty Barbara
of the Pirates of the Dark Rose will entertain us with a pirate telling of Treasure Island, after which we will wrap up the summer reading program with a buried treasure
hunt!
REGISTRATION BEGINS JUNE 11, 2013
For more information contact Kim Slocomb
kslocomb@rockport.lib.me.us
The Summer Reading Program is made possible
through a generous gift from the MLDC Charitable
Fund.

Staff Member’s Children’s Book
Goes International

Hodgkins’ How People Learned to Fly
Published in China
You may have read some of staff member Fran Hodgkins’ children’s books. We have several in our collection, including Andre the Famous
Harbor Seal and Who’s Been Here? A
Tale in Tracks. Now, children in China
will get the chance to read Fran’s How
People Learned to Fly—translated for
them into Chinese by the publisher, HarperCollins.
“It was very exciting to hear from the publisher that
How People Learned to Fly had been selected for the
Chinese market,” Fran says. “I got an email from
Harper about it last year, and received my sample
copies of the finished book in April.”

the yellow buses on one page. New Hampshire children’s
book illustrator True Kelley created the many wonderful
pictures in the book.
Another book of Fran’s, If You Were My
Baby: A Wildlife Lullaby, will also be published in China next year through the efforts
of its publisher, Dawn Publications.
Fran lives in Rockport with her family and
is at work on another book. A member of
the library team since 2011, she is the facilitator of the
RPL Writers’ Group, which meets the third Wednesday
of each month. The group’s next meeting will be June 19
from 6:30 to 8:00 PM.

Learn to play
Mah-jongg
Mah-jongg is a tile game
of skill, strategy and chance.
Saturday, June 1 and Saturday, June 8
9:30 – 11:30 AM
at the Rockport Public Library
Class size limited to 12.
Sign-up is required.
Sign up at the library
or call the library at 236-3642.

Fran Hodgkins with book
in Chinese; English editon
to the right.

Not only was the text itself translated, but some of the
words in the artwork were also changed into Chinese.
“My favorite is ‘school bus,’” Fran says, pointing out

Come see the
fairy gardens
behind the
library!

Answer to “Do You Know…” on page 7: Benjamin
Franklin in 1731 in Philadelphia. Use of the collection
cost each member forty shillings annually, or about 5 dollars.

What was it like to see
her words translated
into Chinese? “It was
astonishing!” Fran says.
“It’s one thing to know
on an intellectual level that it’s going to be published
in another language, but then to see it for yourself—
it’s very gratifying.”
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Ashwood Waldorf Student to Discuss
His Book Project
Joergen Ostensen, an eighth-grade student at the Ashwood Waldorf School in Rockport, chose to write and
illustrate a book as his year-long project. He spent a lot
of time at the library, researching and writing, and now
we’ve added the finished product, The Company of the
Bark, to our collection. On Saturday, May 18, Joergen
will present a program here at the library.
“For a project at school I have written a book
[and] illustrated it with my own photos. I will talk
about the writing process as well as my photos.
For the past year I have tried bringing my story
and characters to life and I would really enjoy
[planting] the seeds of a story into all of you out
there. I hope to see you on the 18th.”
Below are pictures of his hand-bound book and one of
the photographs from it.

The book’s cover is woodlike paper, and the title
and author pieces are
made of birch bark.

Friends of Rockport Public Library

A Letter from the Friends’ President:
Well, the snow is gone and it’s time to turn
our attention to our gardens...and the FRPL
Annual Book Sale. First a big thanks to you
for joining the Friends of Rockport Public
Library, for donating money and books, and
for attending our annual book sale. From the
support you have shown we were able to
have a net income of nearly $14,000 last
year. This enabled us to give the library
nearly $13,000, while expenses were held
below $700, resulting in a small surplus. The
expenses are largely made up of printing and
mailing this newsletter.
Let’s make this year even better. How can
you help? If you haven’t renewed your membership for the year ending June 30, 2013,
please consider doing so now. If you have
renewed, then remember to renew for the
year ending June 30, 2014. Donations of
money and books will also help. Finally,
spread the word about the book sale, and if
you are in Maine in July come and support
our major fund raiser. Details of the book
sale are shown on the next page.
I am sure together we can make 2013 even
better than last year.
David Barry

Read the Newsletter Online!
Lake
Photo by
Joergen
Ostensen

Go paperless and save us the
postage! Just email David Barry
at davidxbarry@msn.com and we
will send you an email notifying
you when the newsletter can be
viewed at our web site:
www.rockport.lib.me.us/

“Whatever the cost of our libraries, the price is
cheap compared to that of an ignorant nation.”
― Walter Cronkite
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ANNUAL BOOK SALE PLANNED FOR
JULY 11-14, 2013
The Friends of Rockport Public Library 2013 Annual
Book Sale promises to be better than ever! We have a
large and wonderful selection of children’s books, so
be sure to bring your kids. A major highlight of this
year’s sale will be the sale and signing of
children’s books by some area children’s
book authors. Liza Walsh, author of The
Fairy Garden Handbook and The Fairy
House Handbook, will be signing her
books on Thursday evening, July 11,
during the Members Only Sale. Other participating authors will be announced soon.
Our Annual Book Sale is well-known as the BIGGEST
BOOK SALE in the mid-coast area! We have hundreds
of books to sell of every genre and topic, as well as
DVDs, audiobooks, music CDs, games, and puzzles.
Our prices are unbeatable! The sale will again be held
at MRC (Midcoast Recreation Center), 535 West Street
(Rt. 90) in Rockport.
Our popular Bake Sale, featuring items
baked by the talented cooks from the
Rockport Garden Club and members of
the Friends of Rockport Public Library,
will be held Thursday evening from 5:00
to 7:00 PM during our Members Only Sale. The Bake
Sale will continue Friday morning until all items have
been sold.
The proceeds from the Annual Book Sale and
Bake Sale are donated directly to the Rockport Library to support its many valuable programs for both children and adults, to assist
with expenses such as the purchase of books—
including audio books and large print books—program
materials, library equipment, other supplies, and building maintenance.
The FRPL Annual Book Sale will open
Thursday, July 11, with a special session for
Friends members only from 5:00 to 7:00 PM.
On Friday, July 12, the sale will be open to the general
public from 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM, and on Saturday, July
13, from 8:30 AM to noon. The sale will be closed from
12:00 to 1:00 PM on Saturday to allow for reorganization, then open from 1:00 to 3:00 PM for the Box Sale,

which allows customers to purchase a box of books for
just $5.00. Sunday morning, July 14, the sale will continue from 8:30 AM to 12:00, when all items will be
free!
Many volunteers are needed to help with the sale. The
volunteer effort is always very interesting and lots of
fun! We need volunteers to help unpack, organize and
arrange books on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday, July 8 – 11. Volunteers are also needed to help
monitor during sale hours; to help with clean up on Sunday and Monday, July 14 – 15; to contribute an item to
the Bake Sale; and to help monitor the Bake Sale on
Thursday evening and Friday morning. If you are interested in volunteering, there is a sign-up notebook at the
library front desk. We’d greatly appreciate any help you
can give us. Please consider joining us!
Friends of Rockport Public Library Book Sale
Midcoast Recreation Center, Rt. 90, Rockport
July 11, Thursday: 5:00 to 7:00 PM, open only to
members of Friends of RPL
July 12, Friday: 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM, open to the
public
July 13, Saturday: 8:30 AM to noon.
Closed noon to 1:00 PM
1:00 to 3:00 PM Box Sale
July 14, Sunday: 8:30 AM to noon FREE!

RPL Friends “Do You Know?...”
Do YOU know who founded the first public library
in America?
Answer on page 5
The statewide group organization of friends known as
Friends of Maine Libraries (FOML) was started in
1992 to advocate and promote better services, support,
and information for community libraries. For some of
the very same reasons, we want to keep you current on
the latest fundraising, book sale, and programs we
strive to build and grow.
Martha Mitchell
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Place
Stamp
here

Rockport Public
Library Hours
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

9 – 5:30
9 – 5:30
11 – 8
9 – 5:30
9 – 5:30
9 – 5:30

Closed Sundays and holidays

Your Friends

& Library News is here!

If you’re already a member of the Friends, please pass this form along to someone who hasn’t yet joined!

Please enroll me as a member of Friends of Rockport Public Library
For the July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014 year (dues and donations are tax deductible)
___ Individual ($10)

___ Family ($15)

__ New member
Additional donation $
Please print clearly:

__ Renewal

___ Patron ($50)

__ Gift Certificate

for ongoing expenses __ for the Future Fund __

Name

Email

Winter Mailing Address (from

to

Town

State _____ Zip __________ Telephone

Summer Mailing Address (from

to

Town

State _____ Zip __________ Telephone

Preference for Newsletter:

___ Other

)

)

Pick up at library ___ E-mail & read online ___
Mail: Both addresses ___ Summer address only ___ Winter address only ___
Check here ____ if you would like to volunteer. Someone will contact you.

