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The Director’s Corner
by Molly Larson

Dear Friends,
I want you to know that I have formally submitted my
resignation as library director for the Town of Rockport
after eight years of service. I will be working at the library through the beginning of November.
I am taking a break from my nearly thirty years of
working in public libraries to pursue educational and
personal interests, but will remember my years at the
Rockport Public Library fondly and with gratitude. I
have grown to love this town, its citizens, and of course,
our library patrons.
I deeply value the opportunity to work with the town
manager, the select board, library committee, Friends of
Rockport Public Library, and my coworkers throughout
all town departments. The support and camaraderie
shared among department heads will never be forgotten.
In addition I greatly appreciate the work and advocacy
on behalf of the library by our committee chairs, members of the Library Committee, Select Board, donors,
and taxpayers with regard to ensuring adequate staffing
levels of the library, appreciating the importance of the
many services this library provides to the community,
and securing the library’s future. I look forward to
watching and listening to how the story unfolds beginning RPL’s next 100 years in 2014 and I plan to support
you as a continued member of the Friends of RPL and
as a donor.

Linda Kapp, Secretary

I am especially proud and indebted to the wonderful
staff and volunteers of the Rockport Public Library. It
has been an honor to serve the community with this
group of dedicated and kind and, may I say, talented
individuals.
Given your history and that of my colleagues and town
officials, I know library staff will have the support they
need to continue to uphold the level of service for
which they are known. Thank you again for the opportunity to work in the lovely town of Rockport. It has
been a privilege.
Impromptu Conga line
celebrating a young
patron’s success.
Thor and Michelle
Gabrielsen, Molly,
Jane Babbitt,
Carole Mathews.
Photos are editor’s choice.
Molly with long-time
volunteer Grace
Kleinsteuber.

On-call, part-time, and full-time staff (yes, it’s a terrible picture of
us, but we’re almost all there!): Liza Walsh, Beth Chamberlin,
Fran Hodgkins, Jenni Ruddy, Jane Babbitt, Ann Filley, Carole
Mathews, Molly, Priscilla Wood. Missing: Kim Slocomb.

Library Calendar
Mondays and Fridays from 1:30 to 2:30 PM
French conversation group
All levels of proficiency are welcome.
Wednesdays, 5:30 to 8:00 PM and Saturday mornings
starting around 9:00 AM
Drop-in Mah Jongg—come and play!
1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 3:30 to 5:00 PM
Fiber Arts Group If you like to knit,
crochet, embroider, felt, or do other types
of fiber arts, come to the library and enjoy
the company of other craftspeople! An
experienced knitter will be available for
instruction; all levels of experience are welcome.
1st & 3rd Thursdays, 4:00 to 5:30 PM Poets’ Corner
Local poets George Chappell and Jim Ostheimer
conduct these workshops. Bring a selection of
work to share.
Wednesday, Oct. 2, 6:30 to 8:00 PM
Wicked Good First Wednesday Book
Club with Jenni Ruddy will be discussing
Song of Achilles by Madeline Miller. New
members are welcome.

Thursday, Oct. 17, 7:00 to 8:00 PM Rockport Opera
House downstairs meeting room
Seafaring Series: Jonathan Green and Scott Miller
Tuesday, Oct. 22, 6:30 to 8:00 PM Library Committee Listening Tour at the Masonic Lodge at
Simonton’s Corner. The public is encouraged to
attend.
Wednesday, Oct. 23, 6:30 to 8:00 PM Join the Conversation! Camden Conference community event:
The Coming Food Crisis: How to Feed the World
in 2050. See Ann Filley for more information
Thursday, Oct. 24, 7:00 to 8:00 PM Rockport Opera
House downstairs meeting room
Seafaring Series: Aaron Henderson and Colleen
Duggan
Saturday, Oct. 26, 10:00 to 11:30 AM
BookLovers’ Café with Ann Filley.
Enjoy tea, coffee, and muffins and share
the wealth of your reading experiences
with other readers.
Thursday, Oct. 29, 6:30 to 8:00 PM Library Committee Listening Tour at the Rockport Opera House .
The public is encouraged to attend.

Thursday, Oct. 3, 3:30 to 4:30 PM Celebrate the
Maine Woods! Brett Willard from Merryspring
Nature Center will be at the library to talk
about Maine trees and animal tracks. Join the
fun with stories and hands-on activities.

Thursday, Oct. 31, 5:45 PM Meet at Graffam’s for
Halloween Parade and Party

Monday, Oct. 7, 3:30 to 4:30 PM
Young Writers’ Group with Liza Walsh.
See article on next page.

Wednesday, Nov. 6, 9:00 to 10:00 AM
Tuesday, Nov. 12, 6:00 to 7:00 PM
Tuesday, Nov. 19, 6:00 to 7:00 PM
E-books: an introduction. These classes are offered through Five Towns Adult Education. More
info at http://fivetowns.maineadulted.org

Wednesday, Oct. 9, 6:30 to 8:00 PM
Malory Shaughnessy from Maine Community
Health Sessions is presenting timely information
on the Affordable Care Act.
Thursday, Oct. 10 7:00 to 8:00 PM Rockport Opera
House downstairs meeting room Seafaring Series:
Peter Ralston. See page 5 for the article.
Monday, Oct. 14: Library closed for
Columbus Day holiday
Wednesday, Oct. 16 , 6:30 to 7:45 PM
Rockport Library’s Writers’ Group
Facilitated by Fran Hodgkins
Wednesday, Oct. 16 , 6:00 to 8:00 PM
Spooktacular Science Rockport Opera House. See
article on next page.
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Wednesday, November 6, 6:30 to 8:00 PM
Wicked Good First Wednesday Book Club
with Jenni Ruddy. New members are welcome.

Thursday, Nov. 7, 7:00 to 8:00 PM Rockport Opera
House downstairs meeting room
Seafaring Series: Cruising Panel
Monday, Nov. 11: Library closed for
Veterans’ Day.
Thursday, Nov. 14, 7:00 to 8:00 PM Rockport Opera
House downstairs meeting room
Seafaring Series: Mark Roye and Nancy Krill
Saturday, Nov. 23, 10:00 to 11:30 AM
BookLovers’ Café with Ann Filley.
Watch for announcements in the papers and on our
website www.rockport.lib.me.us for more programs.

Library Programs for Children
Preschool Story Time: 10:30 to 11:30 AM
Every Tuesday all year, stories, fingerplays, songs, and
a craft, for babies to age five or so.

AfterAfter-School Reading: 2:00 to 3:00 PM, every
Wednesday during the school calendar. This program
is full; there is a waiting list.

Celebrate the Maine Woods! Thursday, Oct. 3, 3:30
to 4:30 PM. Brett Willard from Merryspring Nature
Center will talk about Maine trees and animal tracks.
Join the fun with stories and hands-on activities.

Young Writers’ Group Monday, Oct. 7, 3:30 to 4:30
PM

with Liza Walsh. See article in next column.

Spooktacular Science Wednesday, Oct. 16, 6:00 to
8:00 PM at the Rockport Opera House. See article in
next column.
Halloween Parade and Party Thursday, Oct. 31
Gather at Graffam’s at 5:45 PM for the 6:00 parade to
the Opera House for the party!

Listening Tour
The Library Committee will be having a
Listening Tour of Rockport’s villages in
October and November. Some of the dates
have been set (Oct. 22, 29—see the calendar), but others are yet to be scheduled.
Please keep an eye on our website
(www.rockport.lib.me.us) or call us for further information. You’re encouraged to attend as many of these as you’d like.

Read the Newsletter Online!
Go paperless and save us the
postage! Just email David Barry
at davidxbarry@msn.com and we
will send you an email notifying you
when the newsletter can be viewed
at our web site:
www.rockport.lib.me.us/

New group starting for
young writers!
This group for aspiring young writers will be for those
in 3rd to 6th grade. The first meeting will be at the library on Monday, October 7, from 3:30 to 4:30 PM, and
further meetings will be decided at that time.
Former children’s librarian and author Liza Walsh will
be leading the group. To register or find out more, call
the library at 236-3642 or email Kim Slocomb at
kslcomb@rockport.lib.me.us

Author Visit
On October 8, from 3:30 to 4:30 pm,
children’s book author Lucinda Hathaway will talk about her books Takashi’s
Voyage and ‘Round the World: Takashi
Sails Home.
After the talk Lucinda will introduce
the participants to watercolor
journaling. See her website at
www.lucindahathaway.com to
learn more about her.
Call the library to sign up!

Spooktacular Science
Mad Science of Maine presents Spooktacular
Science with demonstrations, activities and
lots of fun! Children are encouraged to dress
in Halloween costumes.
This event will be held at the Rockport
Opera House on Wednesday, October
16, from 6:00 to 8:00 PM.
Save Halloween for Rockport!
Once again the fire truck will lead the parade of ghosts,
princesses, furry animals, witches, etc. from Graffam’s
Seafood Market to the Rockport Opera House. There the
kids will test their skills, have their fortunes told, and
have a safe, age-appropriate Halloween party.
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Changing Direction
“…I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.”
Robert Frost
Everyone faces a fork in the road at one time or another in life; sometimes it doesn’t seem like
a major course change, but sometimes it is. A life turns in a new direction.
For Cheryl Strayed in her gripping memoir Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific
Crest Trail, the fork in the road is literally a fork in the road. After her mother’s tragic and
untimely death, Cheryl is reeling and has no direction. Her marriage breaks up and she begins a
downward spiral. Only after spotting a guidebook about the West Coast trail that runs from Mexico to Canada, known as the PCT, does she begin an emotional course change. Not an experienced
hiker/backpacker, Cheryl decides to hike over a thousand miles on her own pushing herself to the
limits of her physical and mental endurance.
In Peter Cameron’s novel, Coral Glynn, the title character faces a big decision in mid-life. Should she
marry a man she only knows after being his mother’s nurse for a short time? Clement has been ravaged by war and is struggling to find his way; Coral sympathizes with him. Both of them had assumed they would live out their lives solitary; she with no family or home and he on his own in his
mother’s big house harboring dark secrets. A sudden change of heart could bring them both unexpected happiness or lead to regret.
It would be difficult to find anyone who has taken a less traveled path than Jennifer Finney Boylan.
Her engaging memoir is called She’s Not There: A Life in Two Genders; it chronicles her transition
from James to Jennifer. As a young child James identified with women more than men, growing his
blond hair long and wondering why he would grow up to wear business suits like his father rather
than a dress like his mother. Throughout his life he made a mighty effort to overcome the inclination
that seemed most natural to him. How Jenny finally came to terms with this dichotomy is a compelling and sensitively told story.
A story told from a dog’s perspective is an unusual choice for a novelist, but Garth Stein does it in his
book, The Art of Racing in the Rain. Enzo is the four-legged companion of Denny Swift who dreams
of being a racecar driver. This is not the life his family has in mind for him, especially after his young
wife dies and his in-laws decide they should take his daughter from him. Denny’s only choice then
seems to be to give up his dream of following in the tracks of Ayrton Senna, the greatest driver of all.
This is a poignant novel with a unique narrator.
A humorous take on life-changing decisions is explored in Where’d You Go, Bernadette? a humorous,
touching novel by Maria Semple. Bernadette is confused, perhaps on the verge of a breakdown and
determined that she can’t survive a trip to Antarctica with her husband and daughter. So she decides
to disappear. But what leads her to this choice and the repercussions of it give us a hilarious and
remarkably thought-provoking work of fiction. Can Bernadette manage to triumph following her own
road less traveled? It’s definitely worth finding out.
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Seafaring Series 2013
Sponsored by the Friends of Rockport Public Library
Rockport Opera House, downstairs meeting room
Thursdays at 7:00 pm
October 10: Peter Ralston’s Newfoundland
The Maine coast has continually inspired photographer Peter Ralston, and his work has
appeared in many books, magazines and galleries. Now he has turned his passion and
photographer’s eye towards Newfoundland. Ralston shares some fascinating stories and
pictures that include the islands of Saint-Pierre, Miquelon and Grand Bruit.
October 17: Shorthanded Super Heros
Two of the most challenging shorthanded races on the Atlantic are the OSTAR, single handed transatlantic race
from England to Newport and the Bermuda 1-2, which races singlehanded from Newport to Bermuda and doublehanded back. In 2013, Jonathan Green of Boston won the OSTAR overall after a surviving a harrowing delivery
voyage to the start and Scott Miller, of Blue Hill, won the Bermuda 1-2 combined overall. Two impressive victories for these accomplished New England sailors. Join us as Jonathan and Scott tell of the thrills and challenges of
their respective races and how they pulled it off.
Jonathan Green entered his first single-handed race in 2007 and was immediately hooked.
Green’s entries in the Bermuda 1-2 in 2009 and 2011 provided vital experience and conditioning
for his pursuit of OSTAR, a single-handed transatlantic race starting in Plymouth, UK, and ending
in Newport. In this year’s edition of OSTAR, Green, the only American entered, managed a first
place finish and experienced his fair share of tribulations along the way.
Retired banker Scott Miller is an avid offshore sailor. He was “bitten by the bug” while working in
England, where he took part in the wide variety of “big boat” races in the English Channel and the
Solent. After moving to Maine in 2008, Scott began racing a 40’ J/122, primarily on a shorthanded
basis, and has also raced in the 2009 Fastnet, the Newport-Bermuda races of 2010 and 2012 and the
Bermuda 1-2 races of 2011 and 2013 as well as most of the recent GMORA (Gulf of Maine Ocean
Racing Association) shorthanded races held since 2010.
October 24: Cruising with Kids/Crucero con Niños
Aaron Henderson and Colleen Duggan, both of Camden, recently returned from an
eight-month cruise in the Caribbean and back with their two children, Ian (age 11) and
Julian (age 8), on their Formosa 46 Redwings. Aaron and a crew took the boat down to
the Virgin Islands in early November. Colleen and the boys rendezvoused with Aaron
and the boat in St. Thomas and the family cruised the Virgin Islands for a month, then
spent two months in Culebra, where the boys attended local schools where all the
classes (except English) were in Spanish. Then a month cruising the southern coast of
Colleen, Aaron, and Ian
Puerto Rico and six weeks in the Dominican Republic, immersing themselves in the
Spanish language for almost six months. After cruising the Bahamas and up the coast of the U.S., they arrived
back in Camden in July.
Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

November 7: The Cruising Life
Doug & Dale Bruce: Lifelong sailors, Doug and Dale began their long distance
sailing in 1995 shortly after Doug’s retirement from a career in advertising in New
York City. For five years they lived aboard their Tayana 55, Bluewater, and cruised
from Maine to the West Indies visiting almost every island in the eastern and western
Caribbean. In 2000 they settled in Camden and began exploring the Canadian Maritimes. They have now made six round trips to Newfoundland, an area they know
well enough to have become editors of The Cruising Guide to Newfoundland for a
brief period.
Marty & Paul Rogers: Marty and Paul sailed their J-42, Canty, transatlantic from
Camden in 2004. Since then they have sailed three months each year in European and
Scandinavian waters beginning where they left off the previous year. They have visited
nearly every northern European country & are now exploring the Mediterranean. Paul
served in the U.S. Navy for six years and has raced in three Newport-Bermuda races.
Cabot & Heidi Lyman: Cabot and Heidi own Chewink, a Seguin 49 that Cabot built
in 1987. They have sailed over 150,000 miles together, including 95,000 miles with
three sons on Chewink—which has completed one circumnavigation—and then six
years in the Pacific based out of New Zealand. Cabot has managed Lyman Morse
Boatbuilding, which he started in 1978 in Thomaston. After 35 years overseeing the
company, Cabot and Heidi have now taken a backseat to their son Drew.
All three couples are members of the Ocean Cruising Club, a UK-based club that
accepts members from cruisers completing at least a 1,000-mile offshore passage
on a vessel of less than 70 feet overall.
November 14: Alaska Fisherman Turns Polar Sailing Cruiser Turns Maritime Historian
Most sailors considering cruising plan to sail to tropical destinations, but not Port
Townsend, WA, voyagers Mark Roye and Nancy Krill. During a long career skippering fishing vessels from the Gulf of Alaska to the Bering Sea, Mark’s dreams were of
the aurora borealis, massive icebergs, and majestic fjords, dreams that Nancy shared.
Trained as a geologist, and having widely traveled the world, she too was eager to sail
to more challenging destinations. Their slide show and lecture combines Nancy’s fine
photography with Mark’s passion for story-telling and maritime history. The presentation chronicles voyages aboard their ketch Tamara from Hudson Strait to Alaska, by
way of Newfoundland, the Azores, Cape Verde, Brazil, Argentina, the Falklands, Cape
Horn, Antarctica, Chile and the Galapagos.
The Seafaring Series was started many years ago when then-library director Sally Regan
asked the late John Teare to put together some marine-related talks, and the Friends of
Rockport Public Library sponsored these events. Over the years John (and his successor,
Tom Babbitt) have cajoled a diverse population of sailors, captains, authors, electronics
and survival experts, doctors, photographers, yacht designers, fishermen, a harbormaster,
meteorologist, and others with tales to tell. The Friends have supplied refreshments,
honoraria, and moral support throughout.
Above: Tamara in the snowy realm
Below: Cam Lewis, offshore
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It is never too late to join the Friends. Membership forms
are readily available on the back of the newsletter or at
the front desk or online at the web site. Simply go online
to www.rockport.lib.me.us and scroll down to Friends of
Rockport Public Library.

Friends News
A Great Book Sale
Back in July we held our annual book sale and sold a
record number of books. The sales totaled $12,460,
which together with membership dues and donations
allowed us to give the library $15,000. Many thanks to
the friends who bought books and who volunteered
with sorting, pricing, setting up and taking the money.
The public works department of Rockport and MRC
deserve special thanks for making the event a success.
We already are starting to prepare for next
year, so if you have books (or CDs, puzzles, DVDs, etc.) to donate please take them to the library, or call the library at 236-3642 and we will be
happy to arrange to pick them up. We sort and price the
books at the West Rockport Fire Station all year, on
Tuesdays and Friday mornings. We will not be able to
do so after next summer, however, so if anyone knows
of an alternative location please tell us.
Thank you all for being Friends of the library (if it has
slipped your mind to renew it’s not too late).
~David Barry

Membership Drive
Last May the board of the Friends of Rockport Public
Library mounted a focused membership drive to encourage individuals, families and Rockport businesses
to join the Friends. The membership year was changed
to run from July 1 to June 30. By using direct letters,
emails, posters, and newspaper articles to contact
Rockport citizens and businesses, the Friends now
have 29 business members and 200 individual or family members signed up. We are pleased, but we’d like
to see more sign up.
What do you get when you become a Friend? First and
foremost you get a deep sense of satisfaction from
knowing that you are helping to support the Rockport
Library and all the people who make it special. Business members are invited to have their business logo
posted on the Friends website.
The Friends use the money raised from dues, donations, and the annual Book Sale to support the operation of the library. So far this year the Friends have
donated $15,000 to the library.

~Pat Messler

The Friends would particularly like to thank the
following Business Members for 2013-2014:
All Creatures Veterinary Hospital
Andrew Filderman, MD
Antique Treasures
Attention and Learning Pathways
Audiology and Hearing Aid Services—
Gary D. Schwarzberg
Camden Hills Dental Care
Camden Hospital for Animals
Champion Total Health
Country Inn at Camden Rockport
The First
Foglifters, Inc.
Green Thumb
Ingraham Associates
Jeff’s Vacuum
Maine Street Meats
Midcoast Recreation Center (MRC)
North Atlantic Painting Company, Inc.
Offshore Restaurant
Pen Bay Veterinary Associates, Inc.
Phi Home Designs
Ralston Gallery
Rockport Steel
Samoset Resort
Seacoast Security
Stancioff Building and Design, Inc.
The Study Hall
3 Dogs Café
Tillman Crane Photography
Van Steenberg and Associates, PA

REMINDER!
It’s not too late to join the Friends of Rockport
Public Library for the 2013-2014 year ending
on June 30, 2014. See the membership form on
the back of the Newsletter. Thanks!
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Friends of Rockport Public Library
P.O. Box 8
Rockport, ME 04856

Place
Stamp
Here

Rockport Public
Library Hours
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

9 – 5:30
9 – 5:30
11 – 8
9 – 5:30
9 – 5:30
9 – 5:30

Closed Sundays and holidays

If you’re already a member of the Friends, please pass this form along to someone who hasn’t yet joined!

Please enroll me as a member of Friends of Rockport Public Library
For the July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014 year (dues and donations are tax deductible)
___ Individual ($10)

___ Family ($15)

__ New member
Additional donation $
Please print clearly:

__ Renewal

___ Patron ($50)

__ Gift Certificate

for ongoing expenses __ for the Future Fund __

Name

Email

Winter Mailing Address (from

to

Town

State _____ Zip __________ Telephone

Summer Mailing Address (from

to

Town

State _____ Zip __________ Telephone

Preference for Newsletter:

___ Other

)

)

Pick up at library ___ E-mail & read online ___
Mail: Both addresses ___ Summer address only ___ Winter address only ___
Check here ____ if you would like to voluntee. Someone will contact you.

