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The Director’s Corner
Ben Blackmon, Library Director
I’ll start off with the news everyone wants: what is
going on with building a new library for Rockport.
Over the winter we have worked with the great team
of architects at Steven Smith Architects and the
engineers at Gartley and Dorsky to come up with a
beautiful and very well laid out new library design.
You can find pictures and the layout on our website or
displayed at the town office.
The staff and I are very happy with the design of the
building. It will allow us to serve the community
better than ever. We will have more space for groups
to study and connect to the high speed internet we
offer. It will also let us expand our offerings for
children’s and teen programming in ways we never
could in the past.
As always, planning, fundraising and building a new
library takes a lot of time and hard work. The
Rockport Select Board plans on asking the voters to
bond $1.5 million for the building of a library for
Rockport on voting day in November 2018. We will
need more money than that to complete the project,
but the remainder of the funds will be privately raised.
Stay tuned to the town and library’s websites for more
updates about the details, or feel free to stop by the
library and chat with me if you have any questions.
We have tons of great programs happening in the
coming months, but I want to highlight two. First, the
wonderful Chris Van Dusen will be joining us as part
of our Summer Reading Program! Chris Van Dusen is
a world-renowned children’s book author and
illustrator. His work is simply amazing and we are so
happy to have him come and visit the library.

If you want to learn more about Chris’ books, stop by
the library and check a few out!
Secondly, Amy Bass, author of One Goal, will be
joining us for an evening in July. Her book is the true
story of soccer and overcoming racial tension in
Lewiston, and is being read widely all over Maine and
beyond. It is both an inspiring story of community
coming together and an amazing true life sports
drama. Amy will have books for sale at the event in
case you don’t want to wait in line to get her book out
of the library.

This is just a taste of our summer programming. To
stay up-to-date on events happening at the Rockport
Public Library, follow us on Facebook.
For the second summer in a row, the library will have
a Butterfly Garden! We have a professional gardener
design and maintain the gardens in front of the
building to draw in butterflies. It was so beautiful last
year that we knew we needed it again. And yes - it
drew in many butterflies! This is not something the
library could fund on its own. The Friends of
Rockport Public Library fund the butterfly garden and
without their support we wouldn’t be able to create a
haven for these beautiful pollinators.
As always, our aim at the Rockport Public Library is
to service the community. That is why we offer tech
help, reader’s advisory, and research assistance; teach
digital literacy classes; and provide books, dvds,
audiobooks (in different formats including
downloadable), high-speed internet access, virtual
reality demos and high level events for children and
adults. No matter the season, we are here for our
Rockport Community!
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Emmy Award-Winner and
Author Amy Bass will speak
about her new book:
One Goal: A Coach, a Team,
and the Game That Brought a
Divided Town Together
Thursday, July 19th at 6:30pm at the Rockport Public Library
In 2001, the city of Lewiston, Maine began taking in Somali refugees, changing the racial landscape of a predominantly white city. The city of 36,000 had
become home to approximately 7,000 African immigrants; never in modern
U.S. history had a town of its size taken in so many newcomers so quickly.
One Goal tells the story of Lewiston’s high school soccer
team, the Blue Devils. As immigrant kids joined the team,
they had to tackle language and cultural barriers while dealing with openly racist hostility on the streets of their new
home. But behind the tumult and unease, the team, made
up of both longtime locals and Somali immigrants and led
by longtime coach Mike McGraw, honed their plays and
their teamwork to build a powerhouse with one goal: the
first state soccer championship in Lewiston history.
Amy Bass is a professor of history in New York and lived in Lewiston, Maine
for four years as a student at Bates College. Her writing has appeared in Slate,
Salon, and CNN Opinion, and her work for NBC's Olympics coverage earned
her an Emmy in 2012 for Outstanding Live Event Turnaround. ONE GOAL is
her fourth book.
“Amy Bass tells a story that encompasses many of the things people love about
sports, but also epitomizes many of the reasons sports matter."
--- Bob Costas
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What’s so Funny ’bout Commemoration?
Past and Present Perspectives on
Maine Statehood and the Bicentennial
Wednesday, August 8, 6:30 p.m.
At the Rockport Opera House
Professor Liam Riordan will give an illustrated
presentation that explores the long statehood
process in Maine that culminated in 1820 with
formal separation from Massachusetts. That
struggle engaged a range of challenging public
issues that are still recognizable in contemporary
Maine politics and culture. The talk focuses on four
themes that bridge 200 years in telling ways:
•the "two Maines" and sharp partisan conflict
•the explosive place of slavery vis-a-vis the
Maine-Missouri Compromise
•Wabanaki sovereignty
•the uncertain location of the international
border to at least 1842.

Liam received his undergraduate B.A. at the University of California,
Berkeley, and his Ph.D. at the University of Pennsylvania. He has been a
faculty member in the Department of History at the University of Maine
in Orono since 1997.

Organized by the Rockport Public Library
& Maine Humanities Council
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Recurring Events at the Library
French Conversation Group: Mondays & Fridays, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
All levels of proficiency are welcome.
Fiber Arts Group: 1st, 3rd & 5th Tuesdays, 3 to 5 p.m.
If you like to knit, crochet, embroider, felt, or do other types of fiber
arts, come to the library and enjoy the company of other craftspeople!
Drop-in Mah Jongg: Wednesdays, 1 to 4 p.m. and Saturdays. 9 a.m. to
noon.
Stop by to meet other Mah Jongg enthusiasts. All levels of play welcome.
First Wednesday Book Club: 1st Wednesday of each month, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
The group decides what book it would like to read and discusses it on the first
Wednesday of each month. Next month’s books are decided at each meeting.
The Rockport Writers’ Group: 3rd Wednesday of each month, 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Open to all writers, published or aspiring, and welcomes works in all genres.
Maine Genealogical Society: 4th Wednesday of each month, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Anyone interested in family history is welcome to attend. You do not
need to be a member of the society to join the meeting.
Bridge Group: Thursdays, 12 to 3 p.m.
Come play the wonderful game of bridge. All skill levels welcome.
Tech Tutors: Thursdays, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
We have on hand experts to help you with whatever your tech troubles are.
Poets’ Corner: 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 4 to 5 p.m.
Local poets George Chappell and Jim Ostheimer conduct these workshops. Bring a
selection of work to share.
VR Friday: Fridays, 3 to 5 p.m.
Come try out the Library’s HTC Vive Virtual Reality headset. We will show you how
to move and interact in the world of VR.
Booklover’s Café: Last Saturday of the month from 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Come and enjoy tea, coffee, and muffins and share the wealth of your
reading experiences with other Rockport readers.
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THE FRIENDS 49TH
ANNUAL BOOK SALE
JULY 12-15
The giant three-day book sale will feature thousands of assorted books of all
genres - plus CDs, DVDs, audio books, and more - on 100 tables! The
collection includes many novels and mysteries, both recent and vintage;
books on cooking and art; and a good number of graphic novels and children’s
board books.
The “members only” sale will be held Thursday, July 12 from 5-7pm. You can
join the Friends at the door if you have not already renewed for 2018-19.

2018 Book Sale Dates & Times:
Thursday, July 12

5-7 p.m.

Members only sale

Friday, July 13

8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Open to the public

Saturday, July 14

8 a.m.-noon

Open to the public

1-3 p.m.

Box sale

8-11 a.m.

Free books

Sunday, July 15

Proceeds from the book sale will be donated to the Rockport Public Library to
support general operations and to assist with the purchase of books and adult
& children’s program supplies. Donations of books will be accepted until
Saturday, June 23. If you have items to donate bring them to the library or
call 236-3642 to arrange for someone to pick them up.

OUR VOLUNTEERS MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE!
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The Rockport Public Library
2018 Summer Reading Program
Chewonki: Tide Pools
Monday, July 9th at 2 p.m.
Rockport Opera House
The tide pool is home to a variety of species whose unique
adaptations allow them to maintain stability in a world that is
in a constant state of change. Which species can endure the
waves, tides and temperature changes of the rocky coast?
Using an interactive display, participants will dip their hands into the three zones of
Maine’s rocky intertidal ecosystem and touch the ocean’s most magnificent species.

Chris Van Dusen
Monday, July 16th at 2 p.m.
Rockport Public Library
Chris Van Dusen, author and illustrator of “If I Built a Car” and
the Mr. Magee series, will come to the library to read and talk
about his work. Don’t miss it!

Mad Science of Maine: Sounds like Science
Monday, July 23rd at 2 p.m.
Rockport Opera House
Pitch, Frequency, Vibrations, Oh my! Meet our Mad Science
Maestro in this ear pleasing show about the science of sounds.
We will open ears and eyes as we use light to send music across
the room. Explore sound as it travels through solids, liquids, and
gases and listen to the beautiful tones of Mad Science resonance
tubes. We will even take a trip through the jungle as we recreate
the roaring sounds of several animals. Find out how hot sound
can be as it rises out of our Singing Pipe and flaming
didgeridoo’s. Discover how hilarious sound waves can be when they are
manipulated using our sound machine!

Egg Drop
Monday, July 30th at 2 p.m.
Rockport Public Library
We will end the Summer Reading Program with an egg drop
competition! We challenge you to build a case for an egg that will
stop it from breaking if dropped from a height of more than 10
feet. Supplies and eggs will be provided during the event.
Page 6

Call for Booksale
Volunteers
We need many volunteers to help unpack,
organize, and arrange books on Tuesday,
July 10th, Wednesday, July 11th, and
Thursday, July 12th. We also need help
during the sale, July 12th through the
15th. Volunteers also are needed Sunday
to clean up. Anyone interested in
volunteering can
sign up at the
library front desk.
We greatly
appreciate any help
you can give us.

3rd Annual Hot Dog Day
Saturday, July 14th
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at the Rockport Public Library
Join us for free hot
dogs, veggie dogs,
and all the fixins!
We’ll also have water
and iced tea! Games
for kids of all ages
will be set up as well.

It’s Time to Renew
Your Membership to
the Friends
May is membership month for the Friends. This
is the time of year we encourage our library
users to join the Friends of Rockport Public
Library for the year July 2018–June 2019.
One benefit to being a member of Friends is you
can attend the opening night “Members Only”
sale at the book sale on Thursday, July 12th
from 5-7 p.m. Members get a head start with
buying books.
The membership campaign begins in mid-May,
although we are already accepting checks. To
join as an Individual costs $15, to join as a
Family costs $20, and to join as a Patron or a
Business costs $50. There is a handy form on
the last page of this newsletter.
Just fill out the form, write a check, and drop it
off at the front desk or drop it in the mail. All
the proceeds from the book sale and the
membership campaign benefit the library.

Read the Newsletter
Online!
Go paperless and save us the postage! Just email
rpl@rockport.lib.me.us and we will send you an email
notifying you when the newsletter can be viewed at our
web site:
www.rockport.lib.me.us/newsletters.php.
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Notes from the Library Committee Chair

Local Businesses Show
their Support

by Ann Filley
Happy Spring! The Library Committee continues
the long-standing tradition in the town of
overseeing the Library endowment. Our
committee works directly with the library director
to support the mission and goals of the library.
As a community, one of our biggest goals is to build
a new library at the Limerock Street site! Over the
next few months, our community will see library
building plans, information on costs and a bond to
support the building. The Library Committee is in
full support of a new library, which will be built
through a partnership of public and private funds.
Partnerships are important. The Library Committee
and the town of Rockport have a long-standing
partnership. The Library is a town department and
the salaries and benefits are part of the town’s
annual budget. But most everything else that is
required for the library is provided by the
endowment and generous donations to the library.
The Library Committee is working as a partner with
the Select Board to support the new library design.
In support of that partnership, The Library
Committee made a large donation to the town to
pay for the work of the architect and construction
manager so that the town can have the most
accurate information on design and costs.
The library is a vital resource for our town. Period.
The library provides so much more than just books.
The library anchors and enhances our town as well
as surrounding communities and schools. Not
everyone has access to internet, books, research
assistance, technology assistance, a welcoming
space to learn something new or make new
friends. The library is beyond books, it is about
community.
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Thank you to our Business Friends who
support the Rockport Public Library by
joining the Friends.


Attention & Learning Pathways



Bar Harbor Book Shop



Camden Hills Dental Care



Gartley Management Services



Giddyworm Books



Gosline-Murchie Agency



Ingraham Associates Inc.



Anne Kilham



Maine Street Meats



Maine Water Company



McCormick & Associates Inc.



Melzbooks



Midcoast Recreation Center



Mount Pleasant Dental Care



Ralston Gallery



Rockport Steel



W R Sepe Architect



The Study Hall



Tillman Crane Photography LLC



Vision Builders

Friends News
By Kathleen Meil

Wander in to the Rockport Public Library,
and you’re sure to bump into friends.
Whether you’re popping in to collect
something from inter-library loan,
cuddling up for toddler storytime, catching
up on an academic journal, or chatting
away in French, there’s a friendly welcome
for everyone. It’s one of the things that
makes our library so special.
As the Friends of the Rockport Library gear
up for our spring membership campaign,
we reflect on those bonds of friendship and
on what it means to be a capital-F Friend.
Since 1979, the non-profit Friends of the
Rockport Library has been committed to
supporting and promoting the Library’s
resources, activities, and role in our
community.
Though the Friends are best known for our
massive annual book sale (learn more on p.
5), our work is on-going and year-round.
Our efforts include annual programs like
the October Seafaring Series and
innovative improvements that brighten the
Library – like the much-appreciated
Butterfly Garden sponsored by the
Friends last summer (and returning soon!).
This year we’re proud to announce our
first Friends of the Rockport Library
Scholarship. Offered to a graduating
senior from Camden Hills Regional High
School, the scholarship will be awarded to
an individual who has benefited in a
meaningful way from the Rockport Library
– or any library. The recipient will be
announced during CHRHS’s June 7 Awards
Night.

And, as always, the Friends take pride in
being here when the Library needs us. We
donated more than $17,000 last year, and
we couldn’t have done it without all of our
Friends. Membership dues, donations,
book sale proceeds, and Flatbread benefit
nights (mark your calendar for the next
one on August 21!) – it all adds up.

Our annual book sale will be held at MRC
from July 12th through July 15th.
We’re also immensely grateful for our
business partners. Gregg Haining of Vision
Builders goes above and beyond by
allowing us to use the basement in his
building for book sorting and storage, but
every business Friend makes a difference.
THANK YOU!
When you get your membership renewal
note this year, please complete it with a full
heart. Your friendship means the world to
us.
Your 2018 Board of the Friends,
Jo Desmond, Betsy Elwin, Ann Filley
(Treasurer), Carole Gartley, Nelda
McClellan, Kathleen Meil (President), and
Pat Messler (Secretary)
Page 9

Friends of Rockport Public Library
P.O. Box 8

Place

Rockport, ME 04856

Stamp

Rockport Public
Library Hours
Monday 9 – 5:30
Tuesday 9 – 5:30
Wednesday 11 – 8
Thursday 9 – 5:30

Friday

9 – 5:30

Saturday 9 – 5:30

Please enroll me as a member of Friends of Rockport Public Library
For the July 1, 2018– June 30, 2019 year (dues and donations are tax deductible)
___ Individual ($15) ___ Family ($20) ___ Business ($50) ___ Patron ($50)
__ New member __ Renewal

Additional donation $

___

Please make checks payable to Friends of Rockport Public Library
Send to: Friends of Rockport Public Library, P.O. Box 8, Rockport, ME 04856 or drop off at library
Please PRINT clearly:

Name:

Email

Business Name (If applicable)
[ ] Please include our business logo on the library website. Email logo to: rpl@rockport.lib.me.us
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________
Town

State _____ Zip __________ Telephone

Preference for Library Newsletter:

___ Pick up at library ___ E-mail & read online ___U.S. mail

[ ] Yes, I would like to volunteer! Please contact me by telephone [ ] or email [ ].
Thank you for your support!

