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The Director’s Corner
Ben Blackmon, Library Director
A lot has happened at the Rockport Public Library
since our last newsletter. As many of you know, in
November voters in Rockport decided against
passing a bond for two million dollars, which
would have funded half the money needed to
construct a new library building. The other half of
the money would have come from private fund
raising.
As our community moves forward with revising
the plans for a new library, we continue to look at
public-private partnership as a means to fund the
construction. Such partnerships are a standard way
for new libraries to be funded. So today, I would
like to spend some time thinking about the
“private” side of the equation.
Why do people choose to give money in support
of a project like this? There is no one answer to
the question—everyone is motivated by
something different. But we do know some of the
reasons why private citizens donate money for
new libraries.
For many people, libraries mean community, and
people like to support community. Helping
construct a library is a clear way to give
something tangible back to the town and people
who are dear to the donor. Dollars spent on a
library turn into something that can be seen and
used by everyone, a building that exemplifies the
character of a town. A vibrant library helps a
community be vibrant, too. Giving to a library has
a very high return on investment. Librarians know
how to stretch a dollar and use that skill to

improve their collection and provide high level
programing at low or no cost for their patrons.
Look up the American Library Association’s
Library Value Calculator to see the smart value of
a dollar spent on a library.
Some people are seeking to leave a legacy. They
find joy in the idea of future generations gathering
in the library they helped build. Others wish to be
part of a town’s legacy. We in Maine respect deep
roots and many families have been part of their
communities for multiple generations. By
securing naming rights—to a room, to a bench, or
even just to a brick—provides people with a way
for their name to live on as long as the building
exists—and for libraries, that is usually a good
long time.
Many people donate to a new library as an
investment in their children or grandchildren.
There is no doubt that libraries play a key role in
early childhood literacy and help to set children
up for success later on in life. The parent is the
first and most important teacher in a child’s life,
and often the Children’s Room serves as one of
the earliest classrooms. An inviting, wellequipped library is a major asset to young
families—and we need more of those in Maine.
The reasons people have for giving are many and
varied. But whatever their reasons, people usually
have something in common: when it is all done, “I
helped build that” is a phrase that many supporters
will say with a smile on their face.
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Upcoming adult programs
“Having Fun as a Collector: Pop Photographica and Me” with Daile Kaplan
Friday, June 2nd at 7:00pm at the Rockport Opera House
Photography is a jubilant and disparate mix of every conceivable combination of
elements: high and low art, finery and kitsch, private memories and public displays,
truth and illusion, status symbols and humble means, artistic aspirations and commerce,
the hand-made versus the mechanical, with photography playing a central role in all.
This series of seemingly endless contradictions is brilliantly expressed in Daile Kaplan’s
comprehensive collection of 3-dimensional photo objects that she calls, Pop Photographica.

Ms. Kaplan is Vice President and Director of Photographs and Photobooks at Swann Auction Galleries, New York
City's oldest specialist auction house. She has also been a commentator on the History Channel, Discovery Channel,
HG-TV, and is a Photographs Specialist on PBS’s Antiques Roadshow. Ms. Kaplan is author of several books, including
two about the social documentary photographer Lewis W. Hine, and many articles about collecting. She will have
copies of her recently published book "Image Objects: Pop Photographica in Everyday Life" for sale.

“How colleges really choose students” with Wendy Thompson
Wednesday, June 14th at 6:30pm at the Rockport Public Library
High school students and their parents are invited to an informative, interactive, and
entertaining presentation to help families understand the role essays, interviews,
extracurricular activities, sports, and other factors play in the admissions decisions
colleges make.
Wendy Thompson served on the admissions staff at Bowdoin College from 2000-2012, where she evaluated
thousands of applications and advised students at college planning workshops at Lehigh University. Her college and
independent school admissions career spans thirty years.

“Govermental History of Knox County” with Roger Moody
Wednesday, July 19th at 6:30pm at the Rockport Opera House
Roger Moody will speak about and sign copies of his new book at the Rockport Opera
House on Wednesday, July 19th at 6:30pm.
The County of Knox, Maine, A Governmental History, 1860-2015 traces the county’s
incorporation, presents the construction of and additions to the courthouse and jail(s),
reviews the most significant decisions of the County Commissioners and Sheriff, discusses
the functions of various county departments, and explains the development of
departmental physical facilities. It also includes appendices listing all county elected
officials from 1860 to 2015. This book represents the first-ever compilation of the governmental history of the
county and will serve as an historical reference resource for bringing understanding to the issues, trends, and
accomplishments of the last 155 years.
Roger Moody graduated from Camden High School in 1961, from the University of Maine in 1965, and served two
years of active duty as a Lieutenant in the US Army Quartermaster Corps. In 1969 he received a Master’s of Public
Administration degree from Syracuse University. He served as municipal manager for the City of Ellsworth, Maine,
and the Town of Camden, Maine. He was elected to two terms as Knox County Commissioner, 2008-12 and 2013-16.
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Chewonki Animal Program
Monday, July 10th at 1:30pm
Rockport Opera House
We will have a visit from Chewonki to learn how animals adapt to their
surroundings to survive in the wild. Children will get to see several live
animals.

Mad Science of Maine
Wednesday, July 19th at 2:00pm
Rockport Opera House
Mad Science of Maine will reach beyond the sky to explore aerospace
engineering with an explosive rocket launch. An intelligent robot will
display some pretty impressive Kung Fu. Oozing chemical reactions
and a demonstration of a space age polymer will make children
contemplate the possibilities in chemical engineering. A “sparking” demonstration will
electrify creativity, and an experiment with alternative energy will make kids ponder the
future.

Build Your Own Solar Kit
Wednesday, July 26th at 2:00pm
Rockport Public Library
Children’s Librarian Ben Odgren will teach about solar energy and
attendees will work with solar kits that they can take home!

Egg Drop
Wednesday, August 2nd at 2:00pm
At the Rockport Public Library
We will end the Summer Reading Program with an egg drop competition!
We challenge you to build a case for an egg that will stop it from breaking
if dropped from a height of more than 10 feet. Supplies and eggs will be
provided during the event.
Stay tuned to our Facebook page and website for more information or contact the Youth Services
Librarian, Ben Odgren, at: 236-3642 or email him at bodgren@rockport.lib.me.us
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Library Calendar
Ongoing Adult Programs:
French Conversation Group: Mondays & Fridays,
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. — All levels of proficiency are
welcome.
Fiber Arts Group: 1st, 3rd & 5th Tuesdays, 3 to 5
p.m. — If you like to knit, crochet, embroider,
felt, or do other types of fiber arts, come to the
library and enjoy the company of other
craftspeople!
Drop-in Mah Jongg: Wednesdays, 1 to 4 p.m.
and Saturday mornings, 9 a.m. — Come and
play!
Wicked Good First Wednesday Book Club: 1st
Wednesday of each month, 6:30 to 8 p.m. — New
members are welcome.
The Rockport Writers’ Group: 3rd Wednesday of
each month, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. — The group is
open to all writers, published or aspiring, and
welcomes works in all genres.
Mid-Coast Chapter of the Maine Genealogical
Society: 4th Wednesday of each month, 6:30 to
8 p.m. — Anyone interested in family history is
welcome to attend. You do not need to be a
member of the genealogical society.
Poets’ Corner: 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 4:00 to 5:30
p.m. — Local poets George Chappell and Jim
Ostheimer conduct these workshops. Bring a
selection of work to share.
Tech Tutors: Thursdays, 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. — We
have on hand experts to help you with whatever
your tech troubles are.

Ongoing Kids and Teen Programs:

Pageturners: A Graphic
Novel Making Club
The Rockport Library has a graphic novel
making club for middle
school students called
Pageturners! We meet the
first and third Monday of
each month at 3:30.

Today we make...
Every Friday morning
at 11:00 a.m. kids ages
2-5 have a chance to
make a craft or other
hands-on activity. All
supplies will be
provided.

Weekly Story Time for
Preschool Children

Every Tuesday morning at
10:30 a.m., join us for stories,
Booklover’s Café: Last Saturday of the month
fingerplays, songs, and
from 10:00 to 11:30 p.m. — Come and enjoy tea, sometimes a craft. This
coffee, and muffins and share the wealth of your
reading experiences with other Rockport readers. program is for babies through
age 5.
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THE FRIENDS 48TH
ANNUAL BOOK SALE
JULY 13-16, 2017
The Friends of Rockport Public Library’s 48th annual book sale will be held July 13
through 16 at Mid-Coast Recreation Center (MRC), 535 West Street, (Rt. 90) in
Rockport.
This year we received thousands of donations from all over. These include many novels
and mysteries, both recent and vintage; a remarkable variety of histories and
biographies; some wonderful marine books; many rare and special books; books on
cooking, gardening, and a wide selection of crafts; our usual outstanding selection of
Maine books; along with children and young adult titles; many books for homeschoolers; and the usual assortment of movies (dvds and tapes,) audio books, CDs, and
vinyl.
The “members only” sale will be held Thursday, July 13 from 5-7pm. You can join the
Friends at the door if you have not already renewed for 2017-18.

2017 Book Sale Dates & Times:
Thursday, July 13 5-7 p.m.
Friday, July 14

8 a.m.-3 p.m. Open to the public

Saturday, July 15 8 a.m.-noon

Sunday, July 16

Members only sale
Open to the public

1-3 p.m.

Box sale

8-11 a.m.

Free books

Proceeds from the book sale will be donated to the Rockport Public Library to support
general operations and to assist with the purchase of books and adult & children’s
program supplies. Donations of books will be accepted until Saturday, June 24. If you
have items to donate bring them to the library or call 236-3642 to arrange for someone
to pick them up.

OUR VOLUNTEERS MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE!
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cloudLibrary:
How to get eBooks
with your library card

Explore Virtual
Reality in the library

The Library is excited to
announce that it will be
receiving a new HTC
If you have a Rockport Public Library card, Vive virtual reality
you have free access to eBooks and eAudio headset. With this
Books through cloudLibrary.
device you will be able to experience
immersive three-dimensional worlds.
 To use cloudLibrary you will need a
compatible device. iPad, iPhone, most
android tablets and phones, and Kindle
Fire will work. The Kindle Paperwhite is
not compatible.


Download the app from your app store
by searching cloudLibrary.



Using the drop down menu in the app,
select Maine, then Rockport Public
Library, then enter your library card
number, located on the back of your
library card. Click to agree to terms.

You are now ready to check out a book!
If you would like assistance with
cloudLibrary please stop by for one of our
Tech Tutor sessions, held every Thursday at
4:00pm.
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We will be holding programs and demo
sessions with the device when it is set up.
Stay tuned for more information.
This new service is made possible through
a grant provided by the Maine Public
Library Fund.

Call for Booksale
Volunteers
We need many volunteers to help unpack,
organize, and arrange books on Tuesday,
July 11th, Wednesday, July 12th, and
Thursday, July 13th. We also need help
during the sale, July 13th through the
16th. Volunteers also are needed Sunday
to clean up. Anyone interested in
volunteering can
sign up at the
library front desk.
We greatly
appreciate any help
you can give us.

2nd Annual Hot Dog Day
Saturday, July 15th
11:30-1:30
at the Rockport Public Library
Join us for free hot
dogs, veggie dogs,
and all the fixins!
We’ll also have water
and iced tea! Games
for kids of all ages
will be setup as well.

It’s Time to Renew
Your Membership to
the Friends
May is membership month for the Friends. This
is the time of year we encourage our library
users to join the Friends of Rockport Public
Library for the year July 2017–June 2018.
One benefit to being a member of Friends is you
can attend the opening night “members only”
sale at the book sale on Thursday, July 13 from 5
-7 p.m. Members get a head start with buying
books.
The Membership Campaign begins in mid-May,
although we are already accepting checks. To
join as an Individual costs $15, to join as a
Family costs $20, and to join as a Patron or a
Business costs $50. There is a handy form on
the last page of this newsletter.
Just fill out the form, write a check, and drop it
off at the front desk or drop it in the mail. All
the proceeds from the book sale and the
membership campaign benefit the library.

Read the Newsletter
Online!
Go paperless and save us the postage! Just email
rpl@rockport.lib.me.us and we will send you an email
notifying you when the newsletter can be viewed at our
web site:
www.rockport.lib.me.us/newsletters.php.
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Notes from the Library Committee Chair
by Ann Filley
The committee works closely with the director on
library policies and long range planning, while helping
to generate further income to support the library
programs. The endowment, donations and desk
income support the library’s budget, but do not
include employee salaries and benefits. Library
Committee meetings are held monthly and the public
is always welcome.
For more than six years, the committee has been
working to support the building of a new library in
Rockport. From many ongoing discussions (public and
private), Select Board meetings, hours of volunteer
committee work and letters from the public we know
how important our library is to our community!

In 2016, the Library Committee donated $70,000.00
to the town’s New Library Building Fund. We are
committed to helping to raise money for this new
municipal building.
Join us in helping to make this a reality for our town
with donations to the New Building Fund or to the
library. Remember that your library is a bridge to
many wonderful resources!

Local Businesses Show their Support
Thank you to our Business Friends who support the
Rockport Public Library by joining the Friends.






Since 1914, the Rockport Public Library has served
and continues to serve the needs of the community.
Since moving to the temporary location at 485
Commercial Street, library attendance continues to
increase, with more people enjoying all the programs
offered by our library.



Our library supports basic literacy skills working with
schools and offering reading and writing programs;
cultural literacy like genealogy and local history and
book discussion groups; civic literacy offering
community information, government documents and
neighborhood resources; and very importantly, life
skills literacy with “how to” materials, health and
consumer information, and personal growth
resources. Libraries will continue to offer so much
more than a pick up and drop off book depository.



We believe that together we can build a library that
meets our needs for today, while being flexible to
meet the needs of the future. We want a library we
can all be proud to take our children and
grandchildren, where we can meet our friends,
participate in a learning program or to just sit and
read a book.
Page 8


















16 Bay View Hotel
Adventure Advertising Inc
Albertson Builders & Services Inc
Attention & Learning Pathways
Bar Harbor Book Shop
Bleecker & Flamm Maine Street Meats
Camden Hills Dental Care
Camden Hospital For Animals
Champion Total Health
Gartley Management Services
Giddyworm Books
Gosline-Murchie Agency
Ingraham Associates Inc.
Maine Water Company
McCormick & Associates Inc
Midcoast Recreation Center (MRC)
Mount Pleasant Dental Care
Ralston Gallery
Rockport Steel
Seasons Downeast Designs
The Study Hall
Tillman Crane Photography LLC
Vision Builders

Did you know all your employees are considered
members of Friends, also? They are eligible to attend
the Members Only night at the Book Sale.
Businesses can join any time of the year. Just
complete the registration form on the back page of
the newsletter.

Friends News
By Pat Messler

The Rockport Public Library is one of the few
places in town where people of all ages and
backgrounds gather to learn, to be entertained,
and to work together.

Collecting membership dues is another way the
Friends raise money for the library. This past
year Friends donated over $18,000. In addition
the new carpet in the Marine room was a gift
from Friends, and plans are underway to plant a
garden at the front entrance.
Recently, Friends learned that “angels” come in
all shapes and sizes. For three years Rockport
Steel owners Bill and Jill Glover allowed the
Friends’ book sale workers to use a building on
Route 1 to sort books. Beginning in August 2017
Gregg Haining of Vision Builders will allow us to
use the basement in his building for book

Carole Gartley, Ann Filley, Jo Desmond, Betsy Elwin, Nelda
McClellan, Kathleen Meil, Ben Blackmon (Library Director),
Pat Messler are the members of the 2017 board of the
Friends of Rockport Public Library.

Well loved by many people, some come in to
borrow books and others come for the book
groups, French conversation, genealogical
knowledge, children’s programs, mah-jongg,
bridge, fiber arts, writing groups, to use the
computers and WIFI, or to learn how to better
use new technology. This year the number of
patrons using the library has steadily increased.
The mission of Friends of the Library has always
been to support the staff and the library through
fund raising. Our 48th Friends’ Book Sale will be
held Thursday-Sunday, July 13 – 16, at the MidCoast Recreational Center on Rt. 90. As usual,
Thursday night’s opening sale is for Friends’
members only; individuals, families, patrons and
business members can shop from 5 – 7 pm.

The Book Sale will be held at MRC from July 13-16

sorting and storage. We are eternally grateful to
both of our business angels from Rockport for
their public-spirited generosity. Without their
help we would not be able to hold our book
sale. Please thank these special business
partners for their kindness when you see them.
As we prepare for July’s sale we are seeking
volunteers to help us set up and run the book
sale. There will be sign-up sheets at the front
desk for anyone interested. Friends will be
accepting book donations until Saturday, June
24. Remember: no encyclopedias, Readers
Digest or textbooks will be accepted.
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Friends of Rockport Public Library
P.O. Box 8

Place

Rockport, ME 04856

Stamp

Rockport Public
Library Hours
Monday 9 – 5:30
Tuesday 9 – 5:30
Wednesday 11 – 8
Thursday 9 – 5:30

Friday

9 – 5:30

Saturday 9 – 5:30

Please enroll me as a member of Friends of Rockport Public Library
For the July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018 year (dues and donations are tax deductible)
___ Individual ($15) ___ Family ($20) ___ Business ($50) ___ Patron ($50)
__ New member __ Renewal

Additional donation $

___

Please make checks payable to Friends of Rockport Public Library
Send to: Friends of Rockport Public Library, P.O. Box 8, Rockport, ME 04856 or drop off at library
Please PRINT clearly:

Name:

Email

Business Name (If applicable)
[ ] Please include our business logo on the library website. Email logo to: rpl@rockport.lib.me.us
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________
Town

State _____ Zip __________ Telephone

Preference for Library Newsletter:

___ Pick up at library ___ E-mail & read online ___U.S. mail

[ ] Yes, I would like to volunteer! Please contact me by telephone [ ] or email [ ].
Thank you for your support!

