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The Director’s Corner 

Ben Blackmon Library Director  

on being in this location until we can move back 

into the village.  

While the temporary space isn’t perfect, it has some 

important features.  It is a bigger space, which has 

allowed us to become ADA compliant. We also 

have a teen space for the first time ever! There are 

two public bathrooms, which is a nice improvement 

over the old building. And—drumroll please—the 

crowning jewel of the temporary location is the 

parking. We have plenty of parking for everyone, so 

come on down, park right next to the door and enjoy 

your library! 

It’s not all about changes to the building, either. We 

have some new staff members, who you will meet 

later in this newsletter. Also, due to a very generous 

gift from the Friends of the Rockport Public Library, 

we now have three brand new laptops. They are 

state-of-the-art, complete with Windows 10. If you 

want to use one just ask at the circulation desk. You 

can’t miss them; they are bright red, which I am sure 

is what makes them run so fast!  

While a lot of things have changed in the last few 

months, there are some things that have stayed the 

same. You will still be greeted with a smile and still 

get the same great service that you are used to. We 

love being your librarians and couldn’t do it without 

you. 

                                              

 As the late David Bowie said, “Ch-ch-ch-

changes.” A lot has changed lately at the Rockport 

Public Library. We have moved from our location in 

the village of Rockport that had been our home for 

more than 50 years. We have a new Director, Deputy 

Director and Technical Services Librarian. And we are 

upgrading the library’s technology. Things are 

constantly in motion, and the biggest and best changes 

are still on the horizon. 

The Ad Hoc Library Planning Committee is working 

with the architecture firm of Reed and Company to 

design a new library for the town of Rockport. Stay 

tuned to both the Town’s and the Library’s websites for 

up-to-date information about that process. On this 

November’s ballot, there will be a warrant for voters to 

decide whether or not to approve the new library. It is 

still too soon to give you specific information about the 

building, however, as soon as I have answers to your 

questions, I will tell everyone who will listen. You can 

always ask for updates at the library, or write the Ad 

Hoc Library Planning Committee, which can be 

reached at: libraryplanning@town.rockport.me.us. 

Since the last newsletter, the library has moved from 

our old home on 1 Limerock St in the center of the 

village to Rt. 1. We are nestled  in between Fresh off 

the Farm and the State of Maine Cheese Company. Yes, 

people do pick up cookbooks and then walk next door 

to buy all the ingredients for an amazing meal. We plan 



 

 

Library Calendar 
  

Ongoing Programs: 
French conversation group: Mondays & 
Fridays, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. — All levels of 
proficiency are welcome. 
 

Fiber Arts Group: 1st, 3rd & 5th 
Tuesdays, 3 to 5 p.m. — If you like to knit, 
crochet, embroider, felt, or do other 
types of fiber arts, come to the library 

and enjoy the company of other craftspeople!  
 
Drop-in Mah Jongg: Wednesdays, 2 to 5 p.m. and 
Saturday mornings starting around 9 a.m. — Come and 
play! 
 
Wicked Good First Wednesday Book Club: 1st 
Wednesday of each month, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. — New 
members are welcome. 
 
The Rockport Write’s Group: 3rd Wednesday of each 
month, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. — The group is open to all 
writers, published or aspiring, and will welcome works in 
all genres.  
 
Poets’ Corner: 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. — 
Local poets George Chappell and Jim Ostheimer conduct 
these workshops. Bring a selection of work to share. 
 
Tech Tutors: Thursdays, 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. — We have on 
hand experts to help you out with whatever your tech  
troubles are. 

 
Booklover’s Café: Last Saturday of each 
month from 10:00 to 11:30 p.m. —  Come 
and enjoy tea, coffee, and muffins and share 
the wealth of your reading experiences with 
other Rockport Readers.  

Upcoming Events: 

High school students and their parents are invited to an 
informative, interactive, and entertaining presentation to 
help families understand the role essays, interviews, 
extracurricular activities, sports, and other factors play in 
the admissions decisions colleges make. 
Wendy served on the admissions staff at Bowdoin 
College from 2000-2012, where she evaluated thousands 
of applications. She also advised students at college 
planning workshops at Lehigh University. Her college and 
independent school admissions career spans thirty years. 

Frank Capra directs Cary Grant, Raymond Massey, Peter 
Lorre and stellar cast in the hit Broadway farce about a 
nutcase family with well-intentioned homicidal     
tendencies. 

Join a panel from Coastal Mountains Land Trust for a 
slide show and talk about the human and natural history 
of Rockport's Beech Hill Preserve. Meg Barclay, a partner 
in Scholz & Barclay Architecture, will tell the story of 
Rockport's Beech Nut Historic District which includes 
Beech Nut, the historic sod-roof stone hut that sits atop 
the hill. Local natural and bird photographer, Brian 
Willson, will showcase the birds of Beech Hill through the 
presentation of his marvelous collection of photographs 
taken during his year-round daily walks as a volunteer 
steward for the Preserve. Ian Stewart, Executive Director 
of Coastal Mountains Land Trust, will tell the story of 
how a small group of people came together 30 years ago 
this year, to ensure that Beech Hill, the Land Trust's 
founding project, would be permanently protected for 
the benefit of our community. 
 
 

How do colleges really choose students? 

Wendy Thompson                           

Westport Educational Consulting 

Wednesday, May 25th at 6:30 p.m. 

The Story of Beech Hill: Landscape       

Design, Birds & Conservation 

Thursday, June 16th, 7:00-8:30 p.m.         

at the Rockport Opera House 

Arsenic and Old Lace (1944) (118 min)    

By Frank Capra, staring Cary Grant 

Friday, May 20th, 6:30 p.m.                      

at the Rockport Opera House 

Weekly Story Time for Preschool Children: 
 

Every Tuesday morning at 10:30 

a.m., join us for stories, 

fingerplays, songs, and 

sometimes a craft. This program 

is for babies through age 5 or so. 
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We have moved!!! 

Our new address is 485 Commercial St. We can 

be found between Fresh Off the Farm and The 

State of Maine Cheese Company. 

Meet the Staff  

Ben Blackmon                                                               
Library  Director 

Ben B. or short Ben or Ben number 1 is an 

intellectual vagabond who is currently enamored 

with cosmology and the structure of zombie novels. 

He loves being your librarian, only drinks coffee 

after 5pm and dances in his kitchen all the time!  

Keith Drago                                                                   
Deputy Director/Adult Services Librarian 

Keith is new to the Rockport Public Library, but has 

lived in the Mid Coast most of his life. He likes to 

read nonfiction books about history. When Keith is 

outside the library he takes care of his two small 

and very energetic dogs, Marty and Lucy. 

Ben Odgren                                                                     
Children’s/Youth Services Librarian 

Ben lives with his wife, Jessie, and two dogs, Millie 

and Maple. He loves children's books with bears, 

dinosaurs, friends, snow, monsters, talking food, 

hugs, asteroids, and long journeys to find gold or 

courage.  

Laura  Meservey                                                            
Technical Services Librarian. 

Laura lives with her husband Chris, her two rescue 

dogs, her rabbit, and her cat. She enjoys reading 

science fiction and fantasy. She thinks everyone 

should read Dune at least once. 

Have you checked out our 

eBooks yet? 

 

 

Did you know that you can check out eBooks 

and audiobooks for free using your library card? 

Head to http://download.maineinfonet.org or, if 

you’re using a mobile device, search for and 

download the “overdrive” app. 

If you would like help learning how to use this 

service stop by the library and we can show you 

how it works. 

Ben Odgren,Keith Drago, Laura Meservey, Ben Blackmon 
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The Rockport Public Library’s 2016 Summer Reading Program is all about health and 
fitness. During the month of July we’ll have programs that celebrate good food, 
exercise, and getting out in the fresh air! All of our programs are free to the public. 
 
Tuesday, July 5th at 3:30: Erickson Fields Preserve Story Walk 

We’ll be gathering at the Erickson Fields Preserve on Rt. 90. We’ll go on a story walk 
and have a chance to harvest some fresh vegetables from their gardens! 
 
Tuesday, July 12, at 3:30: Fairy Houses All Year 

We'll be meeting at the Rockport Opera House with author Liza Walsh as she reads 
from her new book "Fairy Houses All Year". We'll learn about all the different 
ingredients you can find to create the perfect fairy house while you run  around outside 
this summer. There will be hands-on fairy house-making activities afterwards!  
 
Wednesday, July 20, at 3:30: Chewonki Animal Program 

The Chewonki Foundation bring its animal program to the Rockport Opera House! Join 
us as we discuss species whose skeletons, muscles, and overall fitness help them to 
accomplish impressive movements. By comparing our bones and muscles to these 
inspiring animals, we'll discover the importance of maintaining healthy bodies. Meet 
three live, non-releasable animals, with some unique abilities of their own, and 
participate in activities to see how we measure up! 
 
Tuesday, July 26, at 3:30: Harbor Cruise! 

Our Summer Reading Program ends with a trip around Rockport Harbor! Children will 
take a quick ride around Rockport Harbor on the harbor master’s boat. This program 
meets at the Rockport Harbor. Bringing your own life jacket is required to participate in 
this program.  

 

For more information, contact Ben Odgren at 236-3642 or 

bodgren@rockport.lib.me.us.  

Rockport Public Library 

Summer Reading Program 2016 
Ready—Set—READ! 
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THE FRIENDS 47TH ANNUAL BOOK SALE 

JULY 14-17, 2016 

The Friends of Rockport Public Library’s 47th annual book sale will be held July 14 through 17 at Mid
-Coast Recreation Center (MRC), 535 West Street, (Rt. 90) in Rockport. 
 
This year we have thousands of books to sell: novels, cookbooks, garden books, histories, non-
fiction, marine, children’s books, biographies, literature and rare & collectable books. We have an 
unusual collection of art books and a special collection of first edition British mysteries from the mid
-to-late 20th century. We also sell puzzles, DVDs, CDs, audio books and more. 
 
The members-only sale will be held Thursday evening from 5 to 7 p.m. You can join the Friends at 
the door that night, if you aren’t a member for 2016-17. 
 
The proceeds from the sale will be donated to the Library to support programs and to assist with the 
purchase of books, program materials and supplies. Friends will accept book donations for the sale 
until Saturday, June 25. If you have items to donate you can bring them to the library or call 236-
3642 and we will arrange to pick them up. 
 
 

2016 Book Sale Dates & Times: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We need many volunteers to help unpack, organize and arrange books on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and to help us during the sale. 
Volunteers also are needed Sunday to clean up. Anyone interested in 
volunteering can sign up at the library front desk. We greatly appreciate 
any help you can give us. 

Thursday, July 14 5-7 p.m. Members only sale 

Friday, July 15 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Open to the public 

Saturday, July 16 8 a.m.-noon Open to the public 

 1-3 p.m. Box sale 

Sunday, July 17 8-11 a.m. Free books 

OUR VOLUNTEERS MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE !! 
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These are exciting times for our town and our library. The Ad Hoc Library Planning Committee is 

working with Reed & Co. Architecture to create a recommendation for a new library (including 

design and cost estimate).  The journey has not always been on a straight path, but we are moving 

forward. 

Your participation in the journey to a new library matters. The Town of Rockport holds an election 

on Tuesday, June 14. Mark that date on your calendar. Why? The Library Committee has three 

openings: two 3-year positions and one 1-year term. There will be at least two new members on a 

committee of five. 

Also on the ballot will be the opportunity to vote on a citizen petition about whether any 

reconstruction, expansion, improvement, renovation or replacement of the Rockport Public Library 

will be limited to its current location at 1 Limerock Street. Historically, voter turnout for a June 

election has been light. In 2015 only 430 people voted. Your vote counts. Become informed. Vote. 

Bring your friends. Vote. 

If you can’t make it to the polls, absentee ballots are available at the town office beginning Friday, 

May 13.  

The Annual Town meeting is Wednesday, June 15, the evening following the election. This is the 

meeting in which residents vote on the town budget. There is no absentee ballot for the Annual 

Town Meeting, so the only way to support the library’s budget is to be there and vote. Remember, 

decisions are made by those who show up.   

Gratitude- 

I am stepping down from the Library Committee. My term is up on June 14. I am grateful for the 
people who have worked diligently and with good grace for the Rockport Public Library. We have a 
wonderful evolving staff: professional, caring and fun.  
 
Year after year, the Friends of the Rockport Public Library have organized the best book sale in 

Midcoast Maine. The money generated from that event is donated to the library in dollars and in 

equipment. The Friends see a need and work to fulfill it. The Library Committee manages the 

Endowment Fund and consults on policy. The makeup of the Committee changes annually and it has 

been a great lesson to me on how to work with many different people. I admire how our town is 

fueled by the work of dedicated employees, elected town officials and volunteers. We will look back 

at this period in our town’s history and say with pride this is when we built a wonderful building to 

house our amazing library. Thank you all for being a part of it.   

Notes from the Library Committee Chair 
by  Cate Monroe 
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May is membership month for the Friends.  This 
is the time of year we encourage our library 
users to join the Friends of Rockport Public 
Library for the year July 2016–June 2017.   

One benefit to being a Friend is a member can 
attend the opening night “members-only” sale 
at the book sale on Thursday, July 14 from 5-7 
p.m.  Members get a head start with buying 
books. 

The Membership Campaign begins in mid-May, 
although we are already accepting checks.  To 
join as an Individual costs $15, to join as a 
Family costs $20, and to join as a Patron or a 
Business costs $50.  There is a handy form on 
the last page of this newsletter.   

Just fill out the form, write a check, and drop if 
off at the front desk or drop it in the mail.  All 
the proceeds from the book sale and the 
membership campaign benefit the library. 

 

Thanks for your support, 

The Friends of Rockport Public Library 

It’s Time to Renew  

Your Membership to           

the Friends 

Local Businesses Show their Support 

 

Thank you to the following businesses that 
support the Rockport Public Library as 
Business Friends this year.   Please support 
these businesses if you can.  

 

 

 

Businesses can join as Friends any time of the 
year.  Just complete the registration form 
available at the library.   

Adventure Advertising 

Attention & Learning Pathways 

All Creatures Veterinary Hospital 

Camden Hills Dental Care 

Camden Hospital For Animals 

Champion Total Health 

The First 

Gosline Insurance Group 

Harvest Energy 

Ingraham Associates Inc. 

Jeff's Vacuum 

Maine Media Workshops and College 

Maine Street Meats 

Maine Water Company 

McCormick & Associates 

Midcoast Recreation Center (MRC) 

Mount Pleasant Dental Care 

Offshore Restaurant 

PDQ Door Company 

Pen Bay Veterinary Associates 

Ralston Gallery 

Rockport Mechanical 

Rockport Steel 

Salt Water Farm 

Spruce Mountain Blueberries 

The Study Hall of Maine 

Tillman Crane Photography 
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New laptops! 
 

Thanks to a very generous gift from the Friends 
of the Rockport Library, we now have three 
brand new laptops available to borrow! 
They are running Windows 10 and have the 
newest versions of Microsoft Word and Excel. If 
you are interested in using one of the new 
laptops, just ask at the circulation desk.  

Let’s face it 

technology can be 

hard. We are here to 

help make it a little 

easier. Every 

Thursday afternoon 

from 4:00 to 5:30 

we offer tech 

tutoring. We will 

help with anything from file management and 

setting up an email account to using the Maine 

Download Library. We work with all types of 

devices from laptops to smartphones. If you 

need help just stop on by and let one of our 

tutors help ease your technology troubles.  

Tech Tutors to the 

Rescue! 

Pageturners: A Graphic 

Novel Making Club  

The Rockport Library has a graphic novel 

making club for mid-

dle school students, 

called Pageturners! 

We will have a new 

session on Monday 

June 6th! 

You can check out more than 

just books! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that you can check out a ukulele 

or telescope with your Rockport Public Library 

card?  Just stop in to pick them up and you will 

be on your way to holding your own stargazing 

jamboree! 

Read the Newsletter 

Online! 
Go paperless and save us the postage! 
Just email rpl@rockport.lib.me.us and we 
will send you an email notifying you when the news-
letter can be viewed at our web site: 
www.rockport.lib.me.us/newsletters.php. 
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The current board of Friends is composed of Ann Filley, 
Judy Lindahl, Nelda McClellan, Kathleen Meil, Pat Messler, 
Carol Robinson and Chris Sady.  Recently our energies have 
been focused on preparing for the annual book sale in July 
and on our membership campaign.  It is thanks to our 
membership dues and the proceeds from the book sale 
that Friends was able to donate over $20,000 to the library 
this past year.  Most recently Friends donated three new 
laptops. 

We have many dedicated volunteers who work all year 
sorting, pricing and organizing donated books that go into 
the book sale.  Another group of volunteers works tirelessly 
to set up and run the sale at MRC, and then cleans up 
afterwards.  The Library and the Friends owe a huge debt 
of gratitude to our loyal volunteers.  We work hard, but we 
have fun, and we are always looking for new volunteers to 
join in. There will be a sign-up sheet at the library front 
desk if you want to join us. 

Friends also supported the library with refreshments for 
the Open House, the Seafaring Series and for our volunteer 
party.  In addition, we want to thank Rockport Steel for 
their continued generosity in providing us with a space to 
organize the books for the sale. 

Friends will be accepting book donations for the sale until 
Saturday, June 25.  You either can drop them off at the 
library or call 236-3542 and we will arrange for someone to 
pick them up.  Please remember:  no encyclopedias, 
Readers Digest or textbooks will be accepted.                         
-Pat Messler 

Friends News 

Friends of the Rockport Public Library Board Members 

Pat Messler, Carol Robinson, Ann Filley, Judy Lindahl, 

Nelda McClellan, Kathleen Meil, Chris Sady 

Rockport Library Building Project 

Update from the Ad Hoc Library 

Planning  

Committee  

With the formation of the Ad Hoc Library Planning 

Committee in November of 2015, we have moved closer to 

building a new library for our community.  We are excited to 

announce the selection of Reed & Co. Architecture as our 

partner in this project. Reed & Co. are designing a building 

that will fit the lot of 1 Limerock St (current site) while 

simultaneously protecting and enhancing Memorial Park.  The 

next meetings of the AHLPC will be working with Reed & 

Co. to focus on design, size and space allocation. 

 

Some of the design will focus on expanded children, youth 

and programming space that is family friendly and 

welcoming. We are looking at better ways to provide quiet 

and reading space as well as being able to offer many 

different types adult programing.  We will be including better 

computer and laptops spaces, along with small meeting and 

study areas. The design of the building will be one that fits 

well in our downtown village area, that greets visitors who are 

walking or driving, expanding on why people liked coming to 

our library in the first place! 

 

Reed and Co. know that libraries of today and tomorrow need 

spaces that are open, bookshelves that are flexible and spaces 

that can be used in a variety of ways. Of course energy 

efficiencies, improved air quality and accessibility will be all 

part of the plan. 

 

So stay tuned as we roll up our sleeves and get to work! For 

those of you that did not get a chance to view Reed & Co.’s 

presentation it can be seen using this link (also available on 

the town’s website): 

 

http://livestream.com/Rockportmaine/events/4963302 

 

As we have more information, presentations will be 

scheduled, so that you can see the plan unfolding! This is an 

exciting time for our community and we look forward to 

moving from the planning stage to the building stage. 

 

The AHLPC can be emailed at 

libraryplanning@town.rockport.me.us. All emails will be 

shared with the planning committee and are part of our public 

contact segments of our meetings. 

 

Information on the committee and the planning process is 

available on the library website,                                        

http://www.rockport.lib.me.us/extra7.asp. 

 

Thank you for following our progress! 
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Friends of Rockport Public Library 

P.O. Box 8 

Rockport, ME 04856 

Rockport Public  

Library Hours 

 

Monday       9 – 5:30 

Tuesday        9 – 5:30 

Wednesday  11 – 8 

Thursday      9 – 5:30 

Friday       9 – 5:30 

Saturday       9 – 5:30 

 

Place 

Stamp 

Please enroll me as a member of Friends of Rockport Public Library 

For the July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017 year (dues and donations are tax deductible) 

___ Individual ($15)        ___ Family ($20)        ___ Business ($50)        ___  Patron ($50)      

__  New member          __  Renewal           Additional donation $   

Please make checks payable to Friends of Rockport Public Library 

Send to:  Friends of Rockport Public Library, P.O. Box 8, Rockport, ME 04856 or drop off at library 

 

Please PRINT clearly: 

Name:         Email         

Business Name (If applicable)            

[   ] Please include our business logo on the library website. Email logo to: rpl@rockport.lib.me.us 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Town        State _____   Zip __________ Telephone       

Preference for Library Newsletter:  ___ Pick up at library  ___ E-mail & read online  ___U.S. mail  

[   ] Yes, I would like to volunteer!  We will contact you by telephone [   ] or email [   ]. 

Thank you for your support! 

mailto:rpl@rockport.lib.me.us

