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The Director’s Corner 
 Ben Blackmon, Library Director 

This means that Rockport taxpayers are getting a 

new library for less than half price! That is a great 

deal. Given the feedback we’ve received from 

numerous professional builders and cost estimators, 

we anticipate being able to stay within budget and 

to avoid costly surprises.  

Raising $2 million is not an easy task. To help meet 

this goal, a new organization has been founded, the 

Rockport Library Foundation. This is a group of 

dedicated, hardworking individuals who are 

striving to raise the needed funds for our new 

library, and they are doing a great job. They have 

spoken to donors and already have in hand pledges 

toward the $2 million dollar goal and are confident 

that we will be able to get the needed funding for 

the new library.    

The Rockport Library Foundation’s work has been 

facilitated by a compelling library design that not 

only looks outstanding but will also give us the 

flexibility we need to serve the public at the highest 

level. Having worked for the last 6 months with a 

great group of professionals, I can assure you that 

we have a great design for the new library. The 

whole building will be ADA compliant and there 

will be plenty of room to house the book collection 

and the ongoing programs that the library hosts – 

and even room for programs we haven’t yet 

dreamed up!  

It has been a long and thoughtful road to get here. I 

hope you will join us this November in making this 

outstanding plan for a new library a reality! 

We had an extremely busy summer at the Rockport 

Public Library. Between our Summer Reading 

program for children, outreach events and adult 

events, we had over 1,600 people participate in 

library programs between June and August! In just 

those three months of summer we circulated over 

13,000 books. The library was a hopping place to 

be this summer, and all signs point it being a busy 

fall and winter, as well.  

Mr. Ben has a whole series of fall-themed events 

for children coming up in October and November. 

You can read about some of them later in this 

newsletter. Mr. Ben also has started a new Baby 

Storytime. In Baby Storytimes we teach book 

handling skills, read age appropriate board books, 

and work on fine motor skills. This program is 

geared toward children aged birth to 2 years old. If 

you have a new addition to your family, this is a 

perfect program for you!  

As always, we also have some great upcoming 

events for adults. We have seafaring events, film 

screenings, technology classes, and more-all 

coming up in the next few months. Check out our 

website or follow us on Facebook to stay up to date 

on all the events you can attend at the Library.  

As fall approaches, so too does voting day. As you 

know, we will once again be voting on a bond that 

will help build a new library for the Town of 

Rockport. The vote will be for a $1.5 million bond 

to help fund the building of a new library. This 

represents less than half of the project’s total $3.5 

million cost; the remaining $2 million for 

construction will be raised privately.  
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 A building that will stand the test of time. The new building anticipates changes in technology and 
rising energy costs, yet maintains our core value of providing a welcoming, safe place for life-long 
learners of all ages.  

 
 A center to learn about and apply new technology. Library staff is trained to help patrons, especially 

those who lack internet access at home, safely use existing and emerging technology. The library 
remains the great equalizer, affording everyone equal access to information and resources. 

 

 A place where people can actively engage in their community and intellectual life. By providing 
free access to information, technology and books, the library will continue an American tradition of 
fostering public education and discourse, along with cultural enrichment. 

 

 A hub where budding entrepreneurs can be productive, find information, and grow the local 
economy. The new library will feature high-speed internet access and space to work and meet, thus 
helping attract new patrons, visitors and new potential 
neighbors.  

 

 An anchor for the renaissance occurring at the head of 
the harbor. The library, along with the Opera House 
and other public spaces will help increase activity in 
the central part of town, perpetuating a vibrant sense 
of place. 

 
 A safe haven for students to gather and work 

cooperatively outside of school hours. The library is 
open after school closes and has the resources to 
support the educational needs of students. 

 



 

Recurring Events at the Library 
French Conversation Group: Mondays & Fridays, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
All levels of proficiency are welcome. 
 
 

Fiber Arts Group: 1st, 3rd & 5th Tuesdays, 3 to 5 p.m. 
If you like to knit, crochet, embroider, felt, or do other types of fiber 
arts, come to the library and enjoy the company of other craftspeople!  
 
 

Drop-in Mah Jongg: Wednesdays, 1 to 4 p.m. and Saturdays at 9 a.m. to noon. 
Stop by to meet other Mah Jongg enthusiasts. All levels of play welcome. 
 
 

First Wednesday Book Club: 1st Wednesday of each month, 6:30 to 8 p.m.  
The group decides what book it would like to read and discusses it on the first 
Wednesday of each month. The next month’s book is decided at each meeting. 
 
 

The Rockport Writers’ Group: 3rd Wednesday of each month, 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Open  to all writers, published or aspiring, and welcomes works in all genres.  
 
 

Maine Genealogical Society: 4th Wednesday of each month, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Anyone interested in family history is welcome to attend. You do not need to be a 
member of the society to join the meeting. 
 
 

Bridge Group: Thursdays, 12 to 3 p.m. 
Come play the wonderful game of bridge. All skill levels welcome. 
 
 

Tech Tutors: Thursdays, 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
We have on hand experts to help you with whatever your tech troubles are. 
 
 

Poets’ Corner: 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 4 to 5 p.m. 
Local poets George Chappell and Jim Ostheimer conduct these workshops. Bring a 
selection of work to share. 
 
 

VR Friday: Fridays, 3 to 5 p.m. 
Come try out the Library’s HTC Vive Virtual Reality headset. We will show you how 
to move and interact in the world of VR. 

 

Booklover’s Café: Last Saturday of the month from 10 to 11:30 p.m. 
Come and enjoy tea, coffee, and muffins and share the wealth of your 
reading experiences with other Rockport readers.  
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Seafaring Events 
Sponsored by the Friends of Rockport Public Library 

“The Life of Captain Anders Anderson” John Anderson 

Thursday, October 4th at 6:00pm at the Rockport Opera House 

Join John Anderson as he shares the story of his grandfather, Anders Anderson, an 

immigrant Swedish-American captain, whose sailing life spanned nearly half a century.  

Anders Anderson left his family's farm in Sweden as a five foot tall sixteen year old 

seaman. After sailing across the world for six years, he emigrated to America in 1886:  

Capt. Anderson renounced his allegiance to the King of Sweden, became a proud 

American and brought his brother and three of his sisters to America as well.  He sailed 

schooners first out of Stonington, then Camden, and finally Rockland.  

Capt. Anders Anderson is representative of the many iconic Maine captains who led the 

schooners over the horizon of history in the last days of the Age of Sail. 

John Anderson is a native of Rockland and the grandson of the featured captain. He has 

transcribed and published the captain's thirty-plus years of journals from the era of his sailing days. He has recently 

completed a biography of Capt. Anderson, Borne on the Wind: The Life and Journals of Captain Anders Anderson.  

“Everybody Loves Pirates” with Frogtown Mountain Puppeteers 

Thursday, October 11th at 6:00pm at the Rockport Opera House 

Eight-year-old Lucy and her goofy pal Little Chucky are searching for buried 

treasure, but a gang of bumbling pirates keeps getting in the way!  The kids get 

some help from their new ocean-dwelling friends, including enthusiastic 

superhero Lobster Boy, his reluctant sidekick Crabby, and an overgrown sea 

monkey. 

Frogtown Mountain Puppeteers is a puppetry troupe based in Bar Harbor and 

comprised of three siblings — brothers Erik and Brian Torbeck and sister Robin. 

Camden Conference  

Film Series 
Held in the Auditorium of the Rockport Opera House Rockport Public Library 

Is This China’s Century? Is the theme of this year’s Camden Conference. To help explore this topic, the 

Camden Conference, in collaboration with the Rockport Public Library, will be showing two films at 

the Rockport Opera House. Following each film, there will be a question and answer session. Films 

will be shown on Saturday November 3rd and 10th at 2:00pm. 
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Baby Story Time 
Baby Story Time meets every Friday 

at 10:30am. 

This is a story time focused on 

babies, from birth to age 2. Mr. Ben 

will have high contrast books, read-

alouds, and more! All are welcome.  

Story Time  
Every Tuesday morning at 10:30 a.m. 

join us for stories, 

fingerplays, songs, and 

sometimes a craft. This 

program is for babies 

through age 5. 

Upcoming Children’s Events 
Spooky Wednesdays 

in October! 

October 3rd from 4:00-5:30pm 
Cookie Decorating 

We will be decorating cookies! We'll have 
all sorts of fall-colored frostings to deco-
rate a few cookies with. Edible crafts are 
the best! 

October 10th from 4:00-5:30pm 
Pumpkin Painting 

This is our third year painting pumpkins at 
the Rockport Public Library - 
we hope you'll join us to 
make some decorations for 
the season! All paint and 
brushes will be provided. 

October 17th from 3:00-5:30pm  
Make a Halloween Lantern 

We'll be making Halloween themed 
mason jar lanterns. Make a spooky ghost 
or Frankenstein's 
monster, add a tea light, 
and you've got a great 
decoration for the week 
of Halloween! All 
supplies will be provided. 

October 24th at 4:00pm 
Trick or Treat Bag Making 

We're decorating Trick or Treat bags for 
Halloween night! We'll have paints and 
markers to decorate with. 

November Break Programs 

November 19th: Corn Husk Dolls 

November 20th: Movie: Incredibles 2 

November 21st: Leaf Crafts 



 

Happy autumn! The Library Committee has 

new members this year, and so now seems 

like a great time to give you a quick overview 

of what we are about.  The Library 

Committee has five members elected by the 

town. Currently our members include:  

Heaven Bartlett, Chairperson; Stephanie 

Kumble, Secretary; Ann Filley, Treasurer; 

Helen Shaw; and Elizabeth Daily.  Our job is 

to manage the library endowment, donations 

and desk income. We also work with the 

Director on policies and long term planning.  

You may or may not know - the town pays for 

the library staff salaries and the costs 

associated with building upkeep. The Library 

Committee covers most everything else with 

the endowment.  We hold monthly meetings 

which are always open to the public.  

The Library Committee has been doing all we 

can to support Rockport in the goal of 

building a new library that we can be proud 

of.  I can say that I truly believe that is what 

we are going to get if the bond passes this 

November. I want to thank the people who 

have been working tirelessly on this project: 

first and foremost, the library staff and the 

Director Ben Blackmon. 

 

Notes from the Library 

Committee Chair 

by Heaven Bartlett  
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 I also want to thank the Capital Campaign 

Committee, the Select Board, the Building 

Group, the Friends of the Rockport Library, 

and the Library Committee. 

The Library Committee is incredibly pleased 

that the town will be able to vote on what 

we think is the best possible library for the 

town, for our needs now and for the future. 

Please make sure you get out on November 

6th to vote.  

Local Businesses Show 
their Support 

The following businesses support the Friends of 
Rockport Library as Business Members this year.  

 

 

 Anne Kilham 

 Attention & Learning Pathways 

 Bar Harbor Book Shop 

 Camden Hills Dental Care LLC 

 Gartley Management Services 

 Giddyworm Books 

 Gosline-Murchie Agency 

 Ingraham Associates Inc. 

 Maine Street Meats 

 Maine Water Company 

 McCormick & Associates 

 Melzbooks 

 Midcoast Recreation Center (MRC) 

 Mount Pleasant Dental Care 

 Ralston Gallery 

 Rockport Steel 

 The Study Hall 

 Tillman Crane Photography 

 Vision Builders 

 W R Sepe Architect 



 

As the warm summer turns to fall, the Friends reflect 
on another successful season and on the 
opportunities ahead. Our annual book sale fits 
squarely in both categories! 

Thanks to year-round contributions of books, puzzles, 
DVDs, and CDs; the tireless work of our dedicated 
book sorters; and the herculean efforts of volunteers 
who set up, staffed, and broke down on hot July days, 
the Friends of Rockport Library Book Sale raised 
more than $16,000. A heartfelt thanks to everyone 
who supported and shopped the Book Sale! It’s 

always gratifying to see familiar faces who come 
every year to buy books and tell us how much they 
enjoy the sale. 

Every year, the Friends donate Book Sale proceeds to 
support Rockport Library programs, special events, 
and other necessities. We take pride in being here 
when the Library needs us, and this year, the Library 
needs us to look ahead. In addition to our $12,000 
donation toward the Library’s immediate needs, 
the Friends board has pledged $5000 to the Rockport 
Library Foundation to support a new library. Like 
all pledges, our donation will not be transferred until 
voters approve the project, which we expect to 
happen in November.   

On November 6, Rockport voters are being asked 
to approve a $1.5 million bond for the new 
library. Once voters approve the bond, the 
remaining approximately $2 million to match it will 
be raised through private donations. The Friends are 
a proud partner in this public-private funding. You 
can learn more—and make your own donation—at 
www.RockportLibraryFoundation.org. We’ll see you 
at the polls! 
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In the meantime, enjoy the beautiful Butterfly Garden 
that greets you at the Library’s front door. Sponsored 
by the Friends, planted and nurtured by Crystal 
Fowler, and appreciated by Library patrons for the 
second summer in a row, the Butterfly Garden is a 
reminder of what we can grow when we work 
together.  

Since 1979, the non-profit Friends of the Rockport 
Library has been committed to supporting and 
promoting the Library’s resources, activities, and role 
in our community. We’re always eager to broaden our 
circle of capital-F Friends. You can become a member 
any time and reach out to get more involved. Your 
friendship means the world to us. 

Your 2018 Board of the Friends, 

Betsy Elwin, Ann Filley (Treasurer), Nelda McClellan, 
Kathleen Meil (President), and Pat Messler (Secretary) 

Friends News 
By Kathleen Meil 

Donating Books to the Friends of the 
Rockport Public Library Book Sale 

The Friends of the Rockport Public Library book sale 
raises money for programs at the Library. Everyone 
working on the book sale is a volunteer.  

We accept books throughout the year for a sale held 
the first full week after the Fourth of July. Here are 
some guidelines: 

 No encyclopedias, Reader's Digest books, 
textbooks, or magazines 

 No VHS tapes 
 No moldy or insect/rodent eaten items 
 Books must be in salable condition 
 We accept games, jigsaw puzzles, CDs, and DVDs 

in good condition 
 Donations can be dropped off at the library during 

regular hours 
 Large collections can be dropped off at our sorting 

facility in West Rockport by arrangement 
(typically mornings Tues or Thurs). 

Large collections can be picked up and/or packed up. 

They must be located close by--Rockport, Camden, 

Rockland. We are sometimes able to pick up from 

farther away. Most of this needs to be done during 

business hours M-F as we only have access to our 

sorting area during that time. We need one to three 

weeks lead time to pick up a collection. Contact us at 

Books4Rockport@gmail.com  



 

Friends of Rockport Public Library 

P.O. Box 8 

Rockport, ME 04856 

Rockport Public  

Library Hours 

 

Monday  9 – 5:30 

Tuesday 9 – 5:30 

Wednesday 11 – 8 

Thursday 9 – 5:30 

Friday  9 – 5:30 

Saturday 9 – 5:30 

 

Place 

Stamp 

Please enroll me as a member of Friends of Rockport Public Library 

For the July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019 year (dues and donations are tax deductible) 

___ Individual ($15) ___ Family ($20) ___ Business ($50) ___ Patron ($50)  

__ New member  __ Renewal        Additional donation $ ___ 

Please make checks payable to Friends of Rockport Public Library 

Send to: Friends of Rockport Public Library, P.O. Box 8, Rockport, ME 04856 or drop off at library 

 

Please PRINT clearly: 

Name:         Email         

Business Name (If applicable)            

[ ] Please include our business logo on the library website. Email logo to: rpl@rockport.lib.me.us 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Town       State _____ Zip __________ Telephone       

Preference for Library Newsletter:  ___ Pick up at library ___ E-mail & read online ___U.S. mail  

[ ] Yes, I would like to volunteer! Please contact me by telephone [ ] or email [ ]. 

Thank you for your support! 

mailto:rpl@rockport.lib.me.us

