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The Director’s Corner
Ben Blackmon, Library Director
It can be easy to forget all the wonderful things you
get with your library card, but I am willing to bet that
in terms of “bang for your buck” it is one of the best
values around.
What does one little card get you?
Access to our collection of over 30,000 items, which
includes books, audiobooks, DVDs, Kindles, two
ukuleles and a telescope.
Access to over 70 other libraries’ collections through
our interlibrary loan program. We get deliveries five
days a week.
Membership to the Maine Download Library, which
gives you access to over 11,000 eBook and
audiobook files that you can download directly to
your phone, tablet, or computer.
Access to over 50 research databases, including
Academic Search Complete and World Data Analyst
Online.
Use of our fleet of laptops and desktops, and the
fastest internet around.
Librarians who can help with any of these specialized
tools. Every Thursday at 4pm our librarians turn into
Tech Tutors who spend one-on-one time with patrons
helping with everything from loading contacts in
phones, to helping with file management and
everything in-between. Any day, any time, we assist
patrons with getting the information they need, when
they need it.
Expert reader’s advisory where you tell us what you
like, and we will find a book for you. We work with
parents trying to pick books for reluctant readers, and
we track down that hard-to-find next book in a series.
No matter what it is we love matching books to
readers!

We offer fellowship in the form of topic-specific
clubs. You can work on your French with the French
Conversation Group, or unleash your inner author
with the Poet’s Corner or the Writing Group. Our
Fiber Arts Group works on crafts like knitting and
quilting. Book groups, a Mah Jongg group, and even
a Genealogical group meet on a regular basis.
Monthly cultural enrichment events offer
presentations that cover topics ranging from hiking in
Maine, to growing up in London during WWII, to
making snowshoes, and to learning ways to prep for
college admission. The annual Seafaring Series is a
four week series of speakers who cover all things
nautical.
Children’s programming offers the ever popular
weekly story and craft hour. Also, there is our
graphic novel making club, Pageturners, where
middle schoolers learn about story elements and
visual storytelling while having fun drawing. During
the school year we have an afterschool reading
program and we run events during school breaks.
During the summertime, our summer reading
program is capped off with a cruise around Rockport
Harbor, thanks to the Harbor Master. Since it isn’t
always easy to bring lots of children to the library,
our children’s librarian takes the show on the road,
traveling to three different day-care centers to read to
the children.
All these services are free to Rockport residents. If
you are a non-resident, our card is only $15 a year.
We are passionate about providing free access to
information and culture, to everyone in our
community. It’s what librarians do.
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The details:
On November 8th the residents of Rockport will have the chance to vote on
funding the construction of a new library. If approved, a bond of $2 million
will be spent on the construction of the new library. The total cost of the
proposed library is $4 million, and the other half of the funds will come from
grants, private donations, and fundraising. Rockport taxpayers would be
getting a $4 million library for half the price.
This bond will be paid back by the town over the course of 20 years. Since the average home in Rockport is valued at
$360,867.17, the tax bill for a home of this value would increase by $54.13 for the year. That would be $1.04 per
week to fund the new library.
Why a new library?
After nearly 70 years of wear and tear and four renovations, the building is no
longer safe for employees or patrons. It was not ADA compliant and has limited
access to crawl spaces. Water damage and drainage issues are part of foundation
problems. The second story was not intended to house office space, and no safe
exit is available. All of these factors contributed to relocating the library in 2015.
What do you get with a new library?
•A warm and inviting space for great programming.
•Access to over 50 professional level research databases, free high
speed internet, use of the Maine Download Library, the library’s
fleet of computers, and training for all of your technology needs.
• A new children’s area will foster a love of reading and learning. It
will be able to host more children, their families, and allow for
many new programs the old building never could.
•For the first time we will have a dedicated teen room!

Upper Level:
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•Built for the future. The new library will be able to handle the
needs of the community without expansion for well over 25 years.
•A building that is as green as we can make it. We are already exploring ways to make the building as energy efficient as possible.
•We will have more seating space to read and relax. We will also
have two small meeting rooms for tutoring and group work.
•We have a great collection of books, audio books, and DVDs that
will have room to grow and not have to be shelved out of reach.

Lower Level:

For larger pictures, and more information, please visit our website at: rockport.lib.me.us

“What's good for Rockport is
good for Pen Bay. When we are
recruiting new physicians and
professionals we are showing off
our local community as part of
the package. A new library in
Rockport is an important piece
of the picture for people who
are considering relocation to the
Midcoast.”
Erik A. Frederick—MHA, Chief
Operating Officer Pen Bay
Medical Center

“In my opinion a library is a
place to free read and school
libraries are mostly a place for
school related reading but I
think two million dollars for this
library is definitely worth it.”

“I can't imagine my life without
the Rockport Public Library.
Where else would I get SO many
books, hang out with such nice
people, and get to do cool
things like draw comics?”
Tessa Meil—Student

“There is no other place which
supports and welcomes
thoughtful connections with
books and writing than the RPL.
I am a member of three groups
at our library. Each of the three
creates connections with other
people who are interested in
ideas, books, and writing.”
Jon Potter—Retired Teacher

“When we moved to Maine four
years ago, the Rockport Public
Library was important to us
because I wanted our daughters
to have a lot of books to read in
English. This library has always
felt very cozy and I like that the
staff is patient and works as a
team.”

“We all agreed that we really
appreciate that the library gives
us the space to meet for Fiber
Arts. The space they have given
us has made us feel
comfortable. We have had very
positive experiences interacting
with the library staff. We have
found them to be very helpful
and accommodating. Anything
we have ever wanted, they have
worked very hard to do for us.”

Elizabeth Mendoza—Library
Patron

Anne Perschon—Member of the
Fiber Arts Group

Will Eggena—Student

“The Rockport Public Library
serves as a hub for our
musicians, music school
students, parents and patrons.
We moved to the village to bring
vitality and culture to our town.
Having the Library as our
partner is essential to village life
and a thriving creative
community.”
Monica Kelly—Executive
Director of Bay Chamber
Concerts and Music School

“We love storytime at the
Rockport Public Library and my
kids love Mr. Ben. He really
cares about the kids and always
takes the time to talk to them,
read extra stories, and help with
a fun craft. Even when we’re
late or just stop in during the
day, he always spends time with
my kids, which means a lot. I’m
so thankful to have such a great
library with such a caring staff.
Kristin Johns—Library Patron

“My favorite thing about the
library is if you get a book it’s
really quiet and you get really
absorbed in the book.”
Abril Linares—Student
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Library Calendar
Ongoing Adult Programs:

Upcoming Programs:

French Conversation Group: Mondays & Fridays,
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. — All levels of proficiency are
welcome.

Immigration Law with Jennifer Atkinson

Fiber Arts Group: 1st, 3rd & 5th Tuesdays, 3 to 5
p.m. — If you like to knit, crochet, embroider,
felt, or do other types of fiber arts,
come to the library and enjoy the
company of other craftspeople!
Drop-in Mah Jongg: Wednesdays, 2 to 5 p.m.
and Saturday mornings starting around 9 a.m. —
Come and play!
Wicked Good First Wednesday Book Club: 1st
Wednesday of each month, 6:30 to 8 p.m. — New
members are welcome.
The Rockport Writers’ Group: 3rd Wednesday of
each month, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. — The group is
open to all writers, published or aspiring, and
welcomes works in all genres.
Mid-Coast Chapter of the Maine Genealogical
Society: 4th Wednesday of each month, 6:30 to
8 p.m. — Anyone interested in family history is
welcome to attend. You do not need to be a
member of the society.
Poets’ Corner: 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 4:00 to 5:30
p.m. — Local poets George Chappell and Jim
Ostheimer conduct these workshops. Bring a
selection of work to share.
Tech Tutors: Thursdays, 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. — We
have on hand experts to help you out with
whatever your tech troubles are.
Booklover’s Café: Last Saturday of the month
from 10:00 to 11:30 p.m. — Come and enjoy tea,
coffee, and muffins and share the
wealth of your reading experiences
with other Rockport readers.
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Wednesday, November 16th at 6:30 p.m.
Rockport Opera House
Jennifer Atkinson, a dedicated immigration
lawyer who works out of Friendship, ME, will be
discussing immigration law and the difficulties
that immigrants face as they try to become
American citizens. This event is part of the
Camden Conference program series.

File Management For Mac and PC
(two classes):
Mac: Wednesday, November 30th at 6:30 p.m.
PC: Wednesday, December 14th at 6:30 p.m.
Both are held at the Camden Hills Regional High
School Library. Call 236-7800 ext. 5 to register.

In this class we will look at
what it takes to be organized
in the digital world. We will
talk about filing systems and
the ways in which you can
make your computer do some
of the work for you. We will
also look at moving, copying and pasting files and
cover the difference between a file, folder and
different file types. To conclude, we will discuss
how you can move your digital files in the
physical world. Computers are available but are
limited in number. If you would like to bring your
own laptop, please do so. If you want to sit back
and learn, that is ok too. There will be one class
for Macs and one for PCs, each held on different
dates.
These classes will be held at CHRHS as part of the
Fall 2016 Adult and Community Education series.
Please call the Adult Ed office at 236-7800 ext. 5.

Seafaring Series 2016
Sponsored by the Friends of Rockport Public Library
Rockport Opera House
Thursdays at 7pm in October

“Reliving The Dream” with Jane and Tom Babbitt
Thursday, October 6th at 7:00pm
With fond memories of their trip to the Caribbean with their young daughters in 1989, Tom and
Jane Babbitt once again set sail for the islands. Different route, different crew, different boat,
and a different level of technology made for a voyage of contrasts. Hear their observations
about the ways this trip compared to the first one, with pictures from both trips.

The History of the Maine Seacoast Mission
Thursday, October 13th at 7:00pm
Since 1905, the Maine Seacoast Mission has provided medical, emotional, and
spiritual care to the inhabitants of remote and isolated island communities off the
coast of Maine. Today, the Mission continues this tradition of service via the MV
Sunbeam V, a 75-foot steel hulled boat equipped with state-of-the-art telemedicine
technology and ice breaking capacities. Sharon Daley and Douglas Cornman are two
members of the five-person crew that cruise year-round from the Cranberry Isles in
Frenchman's Bay to Monhegan Island, off Muscongus Bay. They will share the history of the Maine Seacoast
Mission and discuss their work as they address the joys and challenges of living on Maine's rugged outer islands.

“Arctic Observations: Recent images and thoughts from Greenland and the
Northwest Passage” with Peter Ralston
Thursday, October 20th at 7:00pm
Photographer and Island Institute co-founder Peter Ralston spent a month this
summer exploring the west coast of Greenland and the Canadian Arctic. During
his travels, Ralston was struck by the austere beauty and overwhelming scale of
the landscapes. He also had a chance to visit Inuit villages and hunting camps
and found himself more interested than ever in matters related to climate
change. Join him as he shows the photographs of a remarkable journey.

“My Life at Sea” with Captain Linda Greenlaw Wessel
Thursday, October 27th at 7:00pm
Captain Linda Greenlaw Wessel, the only female swordfishing boat captain on the east coast of
the USA, will talk about her life at sea. She has written three best-selling books about life as a
commercial fisher: The Hungry Ocean, The Lobster Chronicles, and All Fishermen are Liars, and
she was featured in The Perfect Storm. With special thanks to the 16 Bay View Hotel for
sponsoring this event.
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Camden Conference Film Series
Held in the Auditorium of the
Rockport Opera House

Rockport Public Library

The theme of this year’s Camden Conference is Refugees and Global Migration. To help explore these topics, the
Camden Conference, in collaboration with the Rockport Public Library, will be showing three films. Following each
film, there will be a question and answer session.

Salam Neighbor, Directed by Zach Ingrasci and Chris Temple
Saturday, November 5th at 3:00 p.m.
Two Americans deliberately head to the edge of war, just seven miles from the Syrian
border, to live among 80,000 uprooted refugees in Jordan's Za'atari refugee camp. As the
first filmmakers allowed by the United Nations to register and set-up a tent inside a refugee
camp, Zach and Chris plunge into the heart of the world's most pressing humanitarian crisis.
From meeting Um Ali, a woman struggling to overcome personal loss and cultural barriers,
to the street smart 10-year-old Raouf, whose trauma hides just beneath his ever present
smile, Zach and Chris uncover inspiring stories of individuals rallying, against all odds, to
rebuild their lives and those of their neighbors.

Dreaming of Denmark, Directed by Michael Graversen
Saturday, November 12th at 3:00 p.m.

What happens to the many unaccompanied refugee children who disappear from
the Danish asylum centers year after year? In Dreaming of Denmark director
Michael Graversen follows the fate of one of these young boys to the shady side
of European society. Wasiullah lives like any other young man. He hangs out with
his friends, cracks jokes, takes selfies, and flirts with girls. Denmark has become
his home after spending three years in a children's asylum center, arriving alone
as a young boy from Afghanistan. But as Wasi turns eighteen and his application
for asylum is rejected, he is forced to leave the country. Fearing for his life in Afghanistan, Wasi flees to Italy, hoping
to obtain a residence permit that will allow him to return to Denmark. The director Michael Graversen has followed
the young Wasi for many years. The close relationship between them has given Graversen a unique access to Wasi's
life underground in Europe. For Wasi the dream is to one day return to his friends.

El Norte, Directed by Gregory Nava
Saturday, November 19th at 3:00 p.m.
When a group of Mayan Indians decides to organize a labor union to improve
conditions in their village, their community is violently destroyed by the Guatemalan
army. Teenage siblings, Rosa (Zaide Silvia Gutiérrez) and Enrique (David Villalpando)
manage to escape the massacre and decide to start a new life in El Norte -- the USA.
The two trek through Mexico, meeting a variety of characters and facing trials and
tribulations on their journey toward lives as illegal immigrants in Los Angeles.
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Upcoming Children’s Events
Spooky Thursdays in
October!
Thursday, October 13th at 3:30pm
Movie: Goosebumps
Join us at the library to watch
the new Goosebumps movie
staring Jack Black. A teenager
teams up with the daughter
of young adult horror author
R. L. Stine after the writer's
imaginary demons are set
free on the town of Madison, Delaware. This
movie is rated PG. Runtime: 103 minutes.

Thursday, October 20th at 3:30pm
Pumpkin Painting
Stop by to paint pumpkins with
Children’s Librarian Ben Odgren.
Pumpkins and painting supplies will
be provided.

Thursday, October 27th at 3:30pm
Ghost Hunter’s Handbook with
Liza Walsh
Local author, Liza Walsh
(Treasure Hunter's
Handbook, Where Do Fairies
Go When It Snows, Muddy
Boots) will be holding a
launch party for her new
book Ghost Hunter's Handbook. You'll get to
explore the library for ghosts, make
Halloween crafts, hear some scary stories,
and get some spooky surprises!

Friday, October 14th at 3:30pm
Hazel Mitchell Presents Her New
Children’s Book Toby
Children’s author and
illustrator Hazel Mitchell will
be reading from her new
book Toby. Hazel will teach
kids how to draw animals
and will be answering questions. Hazel has
illustrated many books for children including
Imani’s Moon, One Word Pearl, Animally, and
Where Do Fairies Go When It Snows?. Toby is
her author-illustrator debut.

Pageturners: A Graphic

Novel Making Club
The Rockport Library has a graphic novel
making club for middle
school students, called
Pageturners! We meet the
first and third Monday of
each month at 3:30.

Weekly Story Time for
Preschool Children
Every Tuesday morning at
10:30 a.m., join us for stories,
fingerplays, songs, and
sometimes a craft. This
program is for babies through
age 5.
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Notes from the Library Committee Chair
by Ann Filley
Happy Fall from the Library Committee!
We have two new people on our committee, and it seems
like a good time to give an overview of the work that our
committee completes on behalf of the library and the
town. The Library Committee is a five-person committee,
elected by the town. The positions are staggered three
year terms. The current members are: Ann Filley, Chair;
Stephanie Kumble, Secretary; Eliza Haselton, Treasurer;
and Paul Charbonneau; and one unfilled seat.
Our mandate as a committee is to manage the library
endowment, donations and desk income (fines, printing,
nonresident library accounts) and work with the library
Director on library policies and long range planning, while
helping to generate further income to support the library.
The endowment, donations and desk funds support the
library’s budget, but do not include employee salaries and
benefits. One large portion of the donations that are
received annually come from the Friends of the Rockport
Public Library and its annual book sale.

We hold monthly meetings and the public is always
welcome.
It has been wonderful to see how the conversation for a
new library building has been coming together. After
several years of much discussion, the new building feels
very close. From my day to day conversations with people,
I have learned that having a library that we can be proud
of, one that provides the best services to our community,
and one that will attract new library users is very
important. I want to thank the many people working on
this project! The Select Board, the Ad Hoc Library Planning
Committee, the board members of the Friends, the Library
Committee, and especially the staff and library director
Ben Blackmon have all been working very hard to make
this happen. There will be a bond article (Article 4) on the
November ballot which concerns the new library building.
The Library Committee knows that after 70 years of wear
and tear and four expansions, it is time for a new library
which will reflect the historic nature of the town, while
providing the best possible services to our community.
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It is important to note that the bond won’t go into effect
until fundraising, private donations and grants can provide
half of the costs of the building. The committee is very
pleased that the town will have an opportunity to vote on
the best possible library to meet the needs of the
community today as well as planning for tomorrow!
There are many ways to provide help and support at the
library. Stop in and talk with Ben Blackmon, become a
member of the Library Committee (we will have two
openings next year), become a member of the board of
the Friends, or volunteer for the Ad Hoc Library Planning
Committee’s “get the word out” campaign for letting
people know about Article 4.
There are interesting programs lined up for Fall, especially
the wonderful Seafaring Series which happens each
Thursday in October. I hope to see you there!

Local Businesses Show their Support
Thank you to the following businesses that support the
Friends of Rockport Library as Business Members this
year. Please support these businesses if you can.





















16 Bay View Hotel
Adventure Advertising
Attention & Learning Pathways
Bar Harbor Book Shop
Bleecker & Flamm: Maine Street Meats
Camden Hills Dental Care
Camden Hospital For Animals
Giddyworm Books
Gosline Insurance Agency
Ingraham Associates Inc.
Maine Water Company
McCormick & Associates
Midcoast Recreation Center (MRC)
Mount Pleasant Dental Care
PDQ Door Company
Ralston Gallery
Rockport Steel
Seasons Downeast Designs
The Study Hall of Maine
Tillman Crane Photography

Businesses can join any time of the year. Just complete
the registration form on the back page of the
newsletter.

Friends News
Last month the Board of the Friends of Rockport Library
voted to make a donation of $16,000 to the library:
$8000 was earmarked for programs and materials and
$8,000 was designated for the new library building fund.
This gift is the direct result of our successful book sale
and membership campaign. It represents the dedication
and hard work of nearly 100 volunteers over the course
of a year. In August we held a Volunteer Recognition
party at the Opera House to celebrate and thank our
wonderful volunteers with savory and sweet treats.

To assist with that effort, the Friends agreed to
underwrite the Ad Hoc committee’s efforts to inform
Rockport voters. Volunteers will be working with
members of the Ad Hoc committee to disseminate clear,
accurate information and to answer as many questions
as they can. Anyone who wants to help with this is
welcome to sign up at the front desk of the library. Your
vote for a new library is very important for Rockport’s
future.

The Friends of the Library Book sale raised over $14,000

Director Ben Blackmon accepts donation from the
Friends of the Rockport Public Library
Ann Filley, Judy Lindahl, Chris Sady, Ben Blackmon, Jo Desmond,
Nelda McClellan, Pat Messler

Currently the Friends has over 140 individual, patron
and family members and 20 business members. (It is
never too late to join!) The Friend’s mission is to
recognize and support the library as an integral part of
our community, to promote public awareness of the
library, and to provide voluntary assistance to the staff
when needed. Our donation also enhances children’s
resources whenever possible. Do consider joining the
Friends, it is a wonderful way to show your support for
our dedicated staff.
Last month the Friends board also voted to support the
November library bond referendum for the construction
of a new library building at 1 Limerock Street. We
agreed it was appropriate for the Friends to support the
effort to build a new library in conjunction with the
Select Board, the Ad Hoc Planning Committee and the
Library Committee. In addition, we believe it is vitally
important that all citizens of Rockport are informed
about the plans for the new structure.

In October the Friends will sponsor the Library’s annual
Seafaring Series. On Thursday evenings at 7 pm we will
host four diverse presentations for the public: Tom and
Jane Babbitt will describe their two very different trips
sailing in the Caribbean; Sharon Daley and Douglas
Cornman from the Maine Seacoast Mission will explain
the work the MSM has been doing since 1905; Peter
Ralston will share his account of his amazing trip to
Greenland this summer; and Captain Linda GreenlawWessel will relay stories of her life at sea as the only
woman swordfishing boat captain on the east coast. All
of these talks will be lively and informative, and most
will be accompanied with pictures. As always, these
talks are free and refreshments will be served
afterwards.
Finally, the board of Friends is happy to welcome our
new member, Jo Desmond, and we wish a speedy
recovery to board member Carol Robinson.
-Pat Messler
President of the Board

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
FRIENDS OF ROCKPORT PUBLIC LIBRARY
The Board of the Friends will hold its Annual Meeting
Friday, October 28, 2016 at 8:00 am
in the Marine Room of the Library.
All Members of Friends are welcome to attend.
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Friends of Rockport Public Library
P.O. Box 8

Place

Rockport, ME 04856

Stamp

Rockport Public
Library Hours
Monday 9 – 5:30
Tuesday 9 – 5:30
Wednesday 11 – 8
Thursday 9 – 5:30

Friday

9 – 5:30

Saturday 9 – 5:30

Please enroll me as a member of Friends of Rockport Public Library
For the July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017 year (dues and donations are tax deductible)
___ Individual ($15) ___ Family ($20) ___ Business ($50) ___ Patron ($50)
__ New member __ Renewal

Additional donation $

___

Please make checks payable to Friends of Rockport Public Library
Send to: Friends of Rockport Public Library, P.O. Box 8, Rockport, ME 04856 or drop off at library
Please PRINT clearly:

Name:

Email

Business Name (If applicable)
[ ] Please include our business logo on the library website. Email logo to: rpl@rockport.lib.me.us
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________
Town

State _____ Zip __________ Telephone

Preference for Library Newsletter:

___ Pick up at library ___ E-mail & read online ___U.S. mail

[ ] Yes, I would like to volunteer! Please contact me by telephone [ ] or email [ ].
Thank you for your support!

