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The Director’s Corner
by Interim Library Director Ben Blackmon
What a wonderful summer we have had here at the
Rockport Public Library. Our only complaint is that our
annual Harbor Cruise that is the finale of our summer
reading program got rained out, twice. That rain didn’t
seem to put much of a damper on the children that participated in the program. They were happy to have a
party in the library. We also had some great programs
for adults this summer. We had a viewing of To Kill a
Mockingbird, complete with southern foods and sweet
lemonade, to get us all ready for Harper Lee’s new
book Go Set a W atchman. We also had Kate Braestrup
come and read from her new book, A nchors and Flares.
It is with regret that I have to report that Library Director Ann Filley has retired. Ann was a wonderful presence in the library and will be missed by all of us. She
will still be around, though, so if you see Ann don’t
hesitate to stop her and chat about books. Once a librarian, always a librarian. I was asked to step into the role
of interim library director which I did knowing I have
big shoes to fill.
During the spring and summer two separate studies of
the library were completed. The first was conducted by
Steve Podgajny, an independent Library Consultant and
longtime Director of the Portland Public Library. The
purpose of his study was to focus on what the Rockport
Public Library provides for the community, to offer a
building program statement, and to suggest a size range
for a new library for the town of Rockport. Mr. Podgajny states in his study that “to create a first rate public
library, this report recommends that the Town of Rockport consider a total building space of 9,264 square
feet.”
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While that the size and location of any future library
for the Town of Rockport has been a passionate
topic; please keep in mind that Rockport is a first
rate town and deserves a first rate library.
The second was an engineering review, which did a
study of the condition of the building. This study
was done by CES, Inc. from Brewer, Maine. The
findings in this report were very concerning. They
cited numerous issues with the building’s framing.
Issues of concern include that the roof and floor are
“at or exceeding load carrying capacity based on
current design standards” (page 5). CES, Inc. also
found that the “roof framing is also overstressed
with respect to current snow load requirements. This
is especially problematic where the building was
renovated to create an upper level office. Here the
ceiling joists are being used to support floor and
roof loads in addition to their original function of
tying the building together” (page 6). The building
also has ADA compliance problems and is not up to
fire safety codes. CES also notes that the current
condition of the building creates an ideal environment for mold growth. This mold growth is of most
concern in the unventilated parts of the basement
that have dirt floors.
Both studies are available at the “Future Planning”
section of the library’s website. I urge you to read
them fully. They contain a wealth of information
about our size needs and the problems our current
building is facing.
continued on page 4

Library Calendar

Maine Island Trail Association will talk about some
of the great trails that our island have.

Ongoing programs:

Thursday October 22nd 7:00pm at the Rockport
Opera House: Charles Dodge will give a talk and
show a movie about the epic voyage of the Spite
House.

French Conversation Group:
Mondays and Fridays from 1:30 to 2:30 PM
All levels of proficiency are welcome.
Drop-in Mah Jongg:
Wednesdays, 3:00 to 6:00 PM and Saturday mornings
starting around 9:00 AM —come and play!

Thursday October 29th 7:00pm at the Rockport Opera
House: Alison Langley will speak and show off some
of her truly stunning nautical photography

Fiber Arts Group:
1st& 3rd Tuesdays, 3:30 to 5:00 PM
If you like to knit, crochet, embroider, felt,
or do other types of fiber arts, come to the
library and enjoy the company of other
craftspeople!
Poets’ Corner: 1st & 3r d Thur sdays, 4:00 to 5:30 PM
Local poets George Chappell and Jim Ostheimer conduct
these workshops. Bring a selection of work to share.

BookLovers’ Café:
Saturday October 31st, 10:00 to 11:30am
Enjoy tea, coffee, and muffins and share the wealth of
your reading experiences with other readers.
Halloween Party:
Saturday October 31st at 3:00pm

November Events:

Wednesday November 4th, 6:30 to 8:00pm
The Rockport Gambit: A Chess Club
An all-ages club for all skill levels. The club will meet on Wicked Good First Wednesday Book ClubWith J enni
Ruddy. New members are welcome.
the second and fourth Monday of each month from 3:00
PM to 5:00 PM in the Marine Room.
Wednesday November 11th: Library closed for
Tech Tutors: Ever y Thur sday fr om 4:00 to 5:30pm we Veteran’s Day
have are on hand to help you out with whatever your tech
A book launch party for Liza Walsh's new
troubles are.
book "Where Do Fairies Go When It
Snows?" With Illustr ator Hazel Mitchell:
October Events:
Saturday November 14th, 10:00am to
12:00pm at the Rockport Opera House.
Wicked Good First Wednesday Book Club:
Wednesday, October 7, 6:30 to 8:00 PM with
Thursday November 26th, and Friday November 27th:
Jenni Ruddy. New members are welcome.
Library Closed for Thanksgiving
Camden Conference: John DoughtyBooklovers’ Café: Satur day November 28th,
Privacy vs. Security in the Digital Age – How We Got
10:00am to 11:30am
Here, Where We’re Going, and Future Threats:
Enjoy tea, coffee, and muffins and share the wealth of
Wednesday October 7th, 6:30 PM Rockport Opera House
your reading experiences with other readers.
Thursday October 8th, 7:00pm at the Rockport Opera
House : United States Coast Guard will be on hand
to tell stories and answer all your questions.
Star Wars Reads Day: Satur day October 10th

December Events:
Wednesday December 2nd, 6:30pm at the Rockport
Opera House– [Camden Conference]

Monday October 12th: Library Closed for Columbus Day Wednesday December 2nd 6:30pm to 8:00pm Wicked
Good First Wednesday Book Club with J enni Ruddy.
Thursday October 15th 7:00pm at the Rockport Opera New members are welcome.
House: Brian Marcaurelle, Program Director for the
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Thanksgiving Break
Activities

Children’s Programs
Weekly Story Time for Preschool children

Every Tuesday morning at 10:30am, join us for stories, fingerplays, songs, and sometimes a craft. This program is for babies through age 5 or so.
The Rockport Gambit: A Chess Club
Second and Fourth Monday of each month, 3:00pm to 5:00pm
in the Marine Room.

November 23 - It's the beginning of Thanksgiving Vacation! We'll sit back and take it easy with a showing of
the animated family classic The Iron Giant from 1:30 to
3:30.

Star Wars Day October 10th
There will be Star Wars themed coloring and activities all day
with a movie being shown at 1:30pm. Call the Library for more
details.

Halloween Party at the Library October 31st
“Where do Fairies Go When it Snows?” Book Launching Party
November 14th, 10am to 12pm at the Rockport Opera House
Thanksgiving Break Activities: November 23rd-November
25th

November 24 - We'll be making cards to send out to
children in the hospital. We will be sending them
through the Cards for Hospitalized Kids non-profit
(cardsforhospitalizedkids.com). These cards will be sent
to hospitals throughout the country! This will take place
from 1:30 to 3:30 in the children's room.
November 25 - It's the day before Thanksgiving! We'll
have some Thanksgiving-themed crafts from 1:30 to
3:30 in the children's room!

The Rockport Gambit:
A Chess Club
The Rockport Public Library has an all-ages chess club
for all skill levels. We'll have a few seasoned chess players to play and to teach! The club will meet on the second and fourth Monday of each month,
from 3:00pm to 5:00pm in the Marine
Room. This is a free program - children
and adults are welcome!

Pageturners: A Graphic
Novel Making Club

“Where do Fairies Go When it
Snows?”
Book Launching Party
On November 14th, from 10 AM to 12 PM at the Rockport Opera House, the Rockport Library will be hosting
a book launch party for Liza Walsh's new book "Where
Do Fairies Go When It Snows?" Liza Walsh will read
from the book, and the book's illustrator Hazel Mitchell
will be teaching a fairy drawing lesson. There will be a
fairy costume contest, and giveaways including winter
fairy treats! Books will be for sale.

The Rockport Library
has a graphic novel
making club for middle
school students, called
Pageturners! We will
have a new session this
spring.

Read the Newsletter
Online!
Go paperless and save us the postage!
Just email rpl@rockport.lib.me.us and we will send
you an email notifying you when the newsletter can
be viewed at our web site: www.rockport.lib.me.us/
newsletters.php.
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continued from page 1.

In light of these issues with the building, the Select
Board decided to move the library to a temporary new
home.

Saturday October 10th

The site of the library’s new location will be 485 Commercial Street, which used to be the home of the book
publisher International Marine. This isn’t a perfect solution as the building was not designed to house a library,
but it will make a fine temporary home until the future
of our library is decided. The move is tentatively being
planned for mid to late November. Check with the library for updated move information throughout the fall.

There will be Star Wars themed coloring and
activities all day with a
movie being shown at
1:30pm. Call the Library
for more details.

While this sounds like bad news, we now know what
action must be taken to improve our library. With some
thought, planning and a whole lot of hard work, I know
we can come together and build a library that will be
loved and well regarded for the next hundred years.

Ebooks, Audio Books, and Kindles
Oh My!
The Rockport Public Library is always adding new titles
to our kindles. The newest title is Louise Penny’s new
book Nature of the Beast.

National Novel Writing Month!
Tuesdays in November
from 5:30 to 7:30pm
This November is NaNoWriMo! What is NaNoWriMo? It's National Novel Writing Month! On
Tuesday nights in November, teens and adults
participating in NaNoWriMo are invited to come
in after the library has closed (from 5:30 to 7:30)
and have a quiet place to write! There might
even be coffee and
pie, which is important
for writing.

October 31st means it's

Halloween
at the library! We'll be
showing the animated film
Monster House at 1:30.
Then, starting at 3:00, we'll have
Halloween-themed food, fun, and
photos! Come in costume, get a prize!

Did you know that with your Rockport Public Library
card you have access the Maine Infonet Download Library? The Maine Infonet Download Library is Maine’s
online library and offers thousands of ebooks and audio
book for your downloading enjoyment.
Remember if you need help downloading ebooks or audio books to your Kindle, iPad or smartphone stop in
the library.

Tech Tutors to the Rescue!
Let’s face it technology can be
hard. We are here to help make
it a little easier. Every Thursday
afternoon from 4:00 to 5:30 we
offer tech tutoring. We will help
with anything from file management and setting up an email
account to using the Maine
Download Library. We work with all types of devices
from laptops to smartphones. If you need help just stop
by and let one of our tutors help ease your technology
troubles.
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Message from the Library
Committee.

Each year the Comden Conference host a series of
events at libraries in the Midcoast. We are very excited to bring some of those events to you.
October 7th, December 2nd, from 6:30pm-8:00pm
John Doughty will give a talk entitled “Privacy vs.
Security in the Digital Age – How We Got Here,
Where We’re Going, and Future Threats” on
Wednesday, October 7, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. in the Rockport Opera House Conference Room.
This program will take a look at the history of governmental digital surveillance, and how it grew into the
large program it is today. We’ll talk about existing and
future threats in the digital divide; how terrorist organizations, criminals, and foreign governments are utilizing
the Internet to attain their goals; the role of technology in
our lives; and the ways smart technology and the burgeoning “Internet of Things” leave us vulnerable to attack.
This program will also include a real-time look at global
cyberattacks, and a discussion of what kinds of privacy
tradeoffs are necessary for protection from cybercriminals.
Laura Seay, Making Sense of the Democratic Republic of Congo on Wednesday, December 2, 6:30 – 8:00
p.m. in the Rockport Opera House Conference Room.
Laura Seay is an assistant professor of Government at
Colby College in Waterville, Maine. Her research is centered around the study of community responses to conflict and U.S. foreign policy in Africa’s Great Lakes region. She is currently finishing her first book, Substituting for the State, about the role non-state actors play in
governing the eastern DRC in response to the Congolese
state’s weakness in North Kivu, South Kivu, and Ituri.
Laura is also engaged in a new project on the effects of
U.S. legislation designed to mitigate conflict in central
Africa. In 2014, she began leading an impact evaluation
of a large community-based reconstruction (CBD) governance intervention in four Congolese provinces.

Rockport Public Library is dynamic institution. Our
building, however, is not adequate to support the current level of service that we provide to the community.
We stand at the edge of change. There are many ways
that you can participate in that change:


Engage in the dialogue. Share your thoughts with
the Library Committee, Select Board members, and
the Interim Library Director.



Donate. Books, money, and time are all gratefully
appreciated.



Help with the move to temporary space. Opportunities for volunteering will be posted on the library’s
website in the future.



Participate in the development of a new library.
Public input will be key to creating a facility that
will best serve the entire community.



Continue to use the library, check out materials,
and attend programs in the temporary location.

“With proper care and support, each public library
holds the potential to be the civic, learning and cultural
heart of its community.” Steve Podgajny, Building Program Statement, 6/22/15
I invite you to be part of the future of the Rockport
Public Library.
Cate Monroe
Chair, Library Committee

Stay tuned to the library’s website for more events from
the Camden Conference this Winter.
Page 5

Annual Meeting of the
Friends of Rockport Public Library

Rockport Businesses
Show their Support

The Board of the Friends of Rockport Public Library will hold its Annual Meeting
on Friday, October 30, 2015 at 8am

Thank you to the following businesses that are supporting the Rockport Public Library as Business Friends this
year. Please support these businesses if you can.

in the Marine Room of the Library.
All members of the Friends are welcome at attend.

Adventure Advertising
All Creatures Veterinary Hospital

Many hands
make light work!

Attention & Learning Pathways
Camden Hills Dental Care
Camden Hospital For Animals

The library is moving
to a new temporary
home this Fall. Moving a whole library is a
lot of work and we are going to need all the help we
can get. If your back is strong and you don’t mind
hard work we could use your help. Ask at the library
for how you can help.

The First
Gosline Insurance Group
Harvest Energy
Ingraham Associates Inc.
Jeff's Vacuum

Maine Media Workshops and College
Maine Street Meats
Maine Water Company
McCormick & Associates

Friends Membership
Update

Midcoast Recreation Center (MRC)
Mount Pleasant Dental Care
Offshore Restaurant
PDQ Door Company
Pen Bay Veterinary Associates

The Friends Board extends sincere thanks to all
of those who have joined the Friends this year as
Individual members, Family members, Patrons
or Business members. With renewals, as well as
new memberships, the Friends can continue to
support the library financially and to provide the
Seafaring Series.

Ralston Gallery
Rockport Mechanical
Rockport Steel
Salt Water Farm
Spruce Mountain Blueberries
The Study Hall of Maine
Tillman Crane Photography
Businesses can join as Friends any time of the year. Just
complete the registration form in this newsletter.

It is never too late to become of Friend of Rockport Public Library. If you would like to join the
Friends, use the registration form in this newsletter.
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FRIENDS News
Fall 2015
The 46th annual Friends Book Sale was held at MRC
on Thursday evening, July 9 and during the day on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, July 10 – 12. The weather
was perfect, and lots of people came to browse and buy
throughout the weekend. The Sale generated a new
record: $17,800! After all the bills were paid, the
Friends were able to donate a check for $16,000 to the
Library. The Board of the Friends voted unanimously
to target that gift for the Library’s Building Fund.

Nothing with the magnitude of our Book Sale can happen without the help of a huge number of volunteers.
People helped in many ways: some donated books,
others sorted and priced books all year, the Public
Works crew helped to move tables and books to MRC,
many people came to set up the sale and work during
it, and the Board of Friends planned for it all year. All
deserve a standing ovation! The biggest “Thank
You!!” of all should go to Priscilla Wood, who, as
chairperson, organized the entire effort.
Another volunteer effort was the Library’s May Tag &
Bake Sale. We were pleased to turn over a check for
$750 from that sale to the Library. In August the
Friends held their Volunteer Recognition Party to
thank all the wonderful men and women who support
our library. At that event we said farewell to Ann Filley, retiring Library Director, and gave a hearty welcome to Ben Blackmon, the interim Library Director.

The Friends have planned an interesting roster of speakers for the Library’s ever popular Seafaring Series which
will be held on consecutive Thursday evenings in October at the Opera House. From the United States Coast
Guard and the Maine Island Trails we expect to learn a
great deal about what services are in place for our seafaring friends who ” go down to the sea in ships.” From
Mr. Charles Dodge we will hear about the legendary
1925 sea voyage of Spite House from Phippsburg to its
present home in Rockport, and from Alision Langley we
will learn about the challenging art of marine photography. All of the talks will be illustrated with power
point presentations.
The Friends will hold their Annual Meeting on Friday,
October 30 at 8 am in the Marine Room. As always,
anyone who is a member of Friends is invited to attend.
Looking ahead to the coming year, we anticipate more
opportunities to support the Library through the donation of funds and through volunteer activities that support the goals and objectives of the Library. We are
happy to assist in whatever way we can.
Pat Messler
President of the Board
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Seafaring Series 2015
Sponsored by the Friends of Rockport Public Library
Rockport Opera House Meeting Room
Thursdays at 7pm, October 8th—29th
October 8th, 7:00pm at the Rockport Opera House:
United States Coast Guard - Rockland, Maine An officer from the U S
Coast Guard Station in Rockland will give a talk about what services the
USCG provides to boaters and discuss some general boating safety topics
that are important to know.
October 15th, 7:00pm at the Rockport Opera House:
Brian Marcaurelle, Program Director for the Maine Island Trail Association (“MITA”) since 2009, will take people on a photographic journey
along the Maine Island Trail that includes a look back at MITA's unique
history, as well as a look ahead at exciting new opportunities on the
horizon.
October 22nd, 7:00pm at the Rockport Opera House:
Charles Dodge - The Sea as a Highway: The Voyage of the Spite House
Charles “Charlie” Dodge and his family are the owners of the Spite House, one of Rockport’s most historic
homes. Charlie will speak about the moving of the Spite House to Rockport from Phippsburg in 1925. Using film footage of the preparation and
voyage, he will provide some narration and share stories about this
beautiful home and its interesting history. The film footage shows the
preparation of the 119-year-old house after its purchase by Charlie’s father, Donald Dodge, its voyage by barge to Rockport and its placement at
its current site overlooking Penobscot Bay. Come hear some stories about
the Spite House and its move, using the sea as a highway.
October 29th, 7:00pm at the Rockport Opera House:
Alison Langley has earned international recognition for her exquisite nautical photography, capturing the
light, beauty and motion of classic yachts. After studying film at New York University and photography at
the Rhode Island School of Design, Alison moved to Australia in the early 1980s where she learned to sail.
She crewed on yachts and sailed around the world, taking photos all the while, and found her love for classic wooden boats. Alison's images and stories from this long adventure were published in magazines such
as Cruising World, Yachting, Sail, and Travel & Leisure. Returning to the
states in 1992, she landed in Newport, RI, and became manager of
Stock Newport, Inc., a photo stock agency specializing in nautical and
marine related images. A personal project documenting wooden boat
restorations brought her to Maine, and she now lives in Camden year
round. As a commercial and fine art photographer and videographer,
Alison shoots on assignment regularly for the boating industry. During the summer she can often be spotted onboard her chase boat, Tangent, traveling the Maine coast and photographing sailing regattas.
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The Freedom to Read Statement
The Rockport Public Library supports the Freedom to Read Statement. The following is a abridged version of the Freedom to Read
Statement that was adopted June 25, 1953, by the ALA Council
and the AAP Freedom to Read Committee; amended January 28,
1972; January 16, 1991; July 12, 2000; June 30, 2004. For the full
statement and explanation of each proposition you can go to http://
www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/statementspols/
freedomreadstatement.
“The freedom to read is guaranteed by the Constitution. Those with
faith in free people will stand firm on these constitutional guarantees of essential rights and will exercise the responsibilities that
accompany these rights.
We therefore affirm these propositions:
1) It is in the public interest for publishers and librarians to make
available the widest diversity of views and expressions, including
those that are unorthodox, unpopular, or considered dangerous by
the majority.
2) Publishers, librarians, and booksellers do not need to endorse every idea or presentation they make available. It
would conflict with the public interest for them to establish their own political, moral, or aesthetic views as a
standard for determining what should be published or circulated.
3) It is contrary to the public interest for publishers or librarians to bar access to writings on the basis of the
personal history or political affiliations of the author.
4) There is no place in our society for efforts to coerce the taste of others, to confine adults to the reading matter
deemed suitable for adolescents, or to inhibit the efforts of writers to achieve artistic expression.
5) It is not in the public interest to force a reader to accept the prejudgment of a label characterizing any expression
or its author as subversive or dangerous.
6) It is the responsibility of publishers and librarians, as guardians of the people's freedom to read, to contest encroachments upon that freedom by individuals or groups seeking to impose their own standards or tastes upon the
community at large; and by the government whenever it seeks to reduce or deny public access to public information.
It is the responsibility of publishers and librarians to give full meaning to the freedom to read by providing books
that enrich the quality and diversity of thought and expression. By the exercise of this affirmative responsibility, they
can demonstrate that the answer to a "“bad"“ book is a good one, the answer to a "“bad"“ idea is a good one.
We state these propositions neither lightly nor as easy generalizations. We here stake out a lofty claim for the value
of the written word. We do so because we believe that it is possessed of enormous variety and usefulness, worthy of
cherishing and keeping free. We realize that the application of these propositions may mean the dissemination of
ideas and manners of expression that are repugnant to many persons. We do not state these propositions in the comfortable belief that what people read is unimportant. We believe rather that what people read is deeply important;
that ideas can be dangerous; but that the suppression of ideas is fatal to a democratic society. Freedom itself is a
dangerous way of life, but it is ours.”
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Friends of Rockport Public Library
P.O. Box 8

Place

Rockport, ME 04856

Stamp

Rockport Public
Library Hours
Monday

9 – 5:30

Tuesday

9 – 5:30

Wednesday 11 – 8
Thursday

9 – 5:30

Friday

9 – 5:30

Saturday

9 – 5:30

Please enroll me as a member of Friends of Rockport Public Library
For the July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016 year (dues and donations are tax deductible)
Individual ($10) ___ Family ($15) ___ Business ($50) ___ Patron ($50)___
New member___ Renewal ____ Additional donation $__________
Please make checks payable to Friends of Rockport Public Library
Send to: Friends of Rockport Public Library, P.O. Box 8, Rockport, ME 04856 or drop off at library
Please PRINT clearly:

Name

Email

Business Name (If applicable)
______________________________________________________________________
[ ] Please include our business logo on the library website. Email logo to: rpl@rockport.lib.me.us
Mailing Address_______________________________________________________________________
Town

State _____ Zip __________ Phone
Preference for Newsletter: Pick up at library ___

E-mail & read online ___

U.S. mail ___

Check here ____ if you would like to volunteer. Someone will contact you.
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